WELCOME TO WORSHIP
at

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
a reconciling in Christ congregation

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
June 27, 2021

9:30 am

Pastor: The Reverend Susan D. Ruggles
Vicar: Jamie Edelman
Director of Music: Jessica Madow

330 Ferry Street; Easton, PA 18042-4500
Phone: 610-258-6119
E-mail : Admin@stjohnseaston.org
www.stjohnseaston.org

Statement of Welcome
There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free,
there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ
Jesus.—Galatians 3:28
As a community of God striving to be open to all people, we at St.
John’s Lutheran Congregation believe that the gospel is God’s gift
to all people, to be shared unconditionally. We welcome all to join
us as we struggle to better understand the mysteries of God’s
teachings. We are challenged by Christ to care for, to love, to
understand, and to listen to each other, regardless of race, age,
gender, marital status, physical and mental abilities,
sexual/affectional orientation, national origin or economic status.
We celebrate together our unity as God’s people. St. John’s
Lutheran Congregation is a place for each person to shine in their
own unique gifts.

Statement of Mission
St. John’s Lutheran Church is a downtown, community-oriented,
congregation of Christians. We worship God, strive to welcome
and wholly accept everyone, and reach out with and in God’s love.

Communion is a time we invite all baptized Christians who
believe that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the bread and wine of
the Sacrament. If this is your belief, YOU ARE WELCOME to
participate in Communion. There are instructions to follow at the
time of Communion later in the bulletin.
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Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Announcements
Prelude
Confession and Forgiveness
P: In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your
people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the
power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another. Most merciful God,
C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.
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P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for
us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

*Gathering Hymn ELW #641
“All Are Welcome”
1

Let us build a house where love can dwell
and all can safely live,
a place where saints and children tell
how hearts learn to forgive.
Built of hopes and dreams and visions,
rock of faith and vault of grace;
here the love of Christ shall end divisions:

Refrain
All are welcome, all are welcome,
all are welcome in this place.
2

Let us build a house where prophets speak,
and words are strong and true,
where all God's children dare to seek
to dream God's reign anew.
Here the cross shall stand as witness
and as symbol of God's grace;
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: Refrain

4

3

Let us build a house where love is found
in water, wine and wheat:
a banquet hall on holy ground
where peace and justice meet.
Here the love of God, through Jesus,
is revealed in time and space;
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: Refrain

4

Let us build a house where hands will reach
beyond the wood and stone
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,
and live the Word they've known.
Here the outcast and the stranger
bear the image of God's face;
let us bring an end to fear and danger: Refrain

5

Let us build a house where all are named,
their songs and visions heard
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed
as words within the Word.
Built of tears and cries and laughter,
prayers of faith and songs of grace,
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: Refrain
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

*Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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*Kyrie

(Congregation please quietly sing parts in bold)
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*Canticle of Praise

(congregation sing quietly after 1st line)
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*Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray. Almighty and merciful God, we implore you to hear
the prayers of your people. Be our strong defense against all harm
and danger, that we may live and grow in faith and hope, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
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Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading

Lamentations 3:22-33

22

The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his mercies never
come to an end; 23they are new every morning; great is your
faithfulness.
2
“The LORD is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope
in him.”
25
The LORD is good to those who wait for him, to the soul that
seeks him.
26
It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of
the LORD.
27
It is good for one to bear the yoke in youth,28to sit alone in
silence when the Lord has imposed it, 29to put one’s mouth to the
dust (there may yet be hope), 30to give one’s cheek to the smiter,
and be filled with insults.
31
For the Lord will not reject forever.
32
Although he causes grief, he will have compassion according
to the abundance of his steadfast love;33for he does not willingly
afflict or grieve anyone.
A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Psalm

30

(Spoken responsively)

1

I will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lifted me up
and have not let my enemies triumph over me.
2

O LORD my God, I cried out to you,
and you restored me to health.
3

You brought me up, O LORD, from the dead;
you restored my life as I was going down to the grave.
4

Sing praise to the LORD, all you faithful;
give thanks in holy remembrance.
God’s wrath is short; God’s favor lasts a lifetime.
Weeping spends the night, but joy comes in the morning.
5

6

While I felt secure, I said,
“I shall never be disturbed.
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You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong as the
mountains.”
Then you hid your face, and I was filled with fear.
8

I cried to you, O LORD;
I pleaded with my Lord, saying,
“What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the pit?
Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?
9

10

Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me;
O LORD, be my helper.”
11

You have turned my wailing | into dancing;
you have put off my sackcloth and clothed | me with joy.
10

12

Therefore my heart sings to you | without ceasing;
O LORD my God, I will give you | thanks forever.

Second Reading

2 Corinthians 8:7-15

7

Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in
knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our love for you—so we
want you to excel also in this generous undertaking.
8
I do not say this as a command, but I am testing the
genuineness of your love against the earnestness of others. 9For
you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he
was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty
you might become rich. 10And in this matter I am giving my
advice: it is appropriate for you who began last year not only to do
something but even to desire to do something—11now finish doing
it, so that your eagerness may be matched by completing it
according to your means. 12For if the eagerness is there, the gift is
acceptable according to what one has—not according to what one
does not have. 13I do not mean that there should be relief for others
and pressure on you, but it is a question of a fair balance
between 14your present abundance and their need, so that their
abundance may be for your need, in order that there may be a fair
balance. 15As it is written,
“The one who had much did not have too much,
and the one who had little did not have too little.”
A: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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* Gospel

Mark 5:21-43

P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 5th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
21

When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a
great crowd gathered around him; and he was by the sea. 22Then
one of the leaders of the synagogue named Jairus came and, when
he saw him, fell at his feet 23and begged him repeatedly, “My little
daughter is at the point of death. Come and lay your hands on her,
so that she may be made well, and live.” 24So he went with him.
And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on him. 25Now
there was a woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for
twelve years. 26She had endured much under many physicians, and
had spent all that she had; and she was no better, but rather grew
worse. 27She had heard about Jesus, and came up behind him in the
crowd and touched his cloak, 28for she said, “If I but touch his
clothes, I will be made well.” 29Immediately her hemorrhage
stopped; and she felt in her body that she was healed of her
disease. 30Immediately aware that power had gone forth from him,
Jesus turned about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my
clothes?” 31And his disciples said to him, “You see the crowd
pressing in on you; how can you say, ‘Who touched me?’ ” 32He
looked all around to see who had done it. 33But the woman,
knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling,
fell down before him, and told him the whole truth. 34He said to
her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be
healed of your disease.”
35
While he was still speaking, some people came from the
leader’s house to say, “Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the
teacher any further?” 36But overhearing what they said, Jesus said
to the leader of the synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.” 37He
allowed no one to follow him except Peter, James, and John, the
brother of James. 38When they came to the house of the leader of
the synagogue, he saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing
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loudly. 39When he had entered, he said to them, “Why do you make
a commotion and weep? The child is not dead but sleeping.” 40And
they laughed at him. Then he put them all outside, and took the
child’s father and mother and those who were with him, and went
in where the child was. 41He took her by the hand and said to her,
“Talitha cum,” which means, “Little girl, get up!” 42And
immediately the girl got up and began to walk about (she was
twelve years of age). At this they were overcome with
amazement. 43He strictly ordered them that no one should know
this, and told them to give her something to eat.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon – Vicar Jamie Edelman
*Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Hymn of the Day -

ELW # 612

“Healer of Our Every Ill”
Refrain
Healer of our ev'ry ill,
light of each tomorrow,
give us peace beyond our fear,
and hope beyond our sorrow.
1

You who know our fears and sadness,
grace us with your peace and gladness;
Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts. Refrain

2

In the pain and joy beholding
how your grace is still unfolding,
give us all your vision, God of love. Refrain

3

Give us strength to love each other,
ev'ry sister, ev'ry brother;
Spirit of all kindness, be our guide. Refrain

4

You who know each thought and feeling,
teach us all your way of healing;
Spirit of compassion, fill each heart. Refrain

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com.
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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* Prayers of Intercession
A: Let us pray. God of hope, the ministry of your church extends
across borders, from nearby neighbors to far and distant countries.
Accompany all those who labor eagerly in service of the gospel,
that through your good news all might experience transformation.
Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: Almighty God, we give you thanks for the air we breathe, the
water we drink, the land that provides our food. Guard all species
of plants and animals from harsh changes in climate and empower
us to protect all you have made. Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: God of healing, your touch has the power to make us whole.
Embrace those who are sick and surround them with your
unwavering presence. We pray for those who suffer and those in
pain including those we mention on our prayer list . . . and those
we name aloud or in our hearts . . . Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
A: We pray for this assembly and all those gathered together in
worship. Revive our spirits, renew our relationships, and rekindle
our faith, that we might experience resurrection in this community.
Lord, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
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A: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding
grace.
C: Amen.

* The Sharing of the Peace
(remain seated and gesture a sign of peace to those around you.)
P: Peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

* Presentation of Gifts

(Please join in speaking.)

“Let the Vineyards be Fruitful”
C: Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our
cup of blessing.
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may
be fed with the bread of life.
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; unite them with the
prayers we offer.
Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste of
the feast to come.
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*Offering Prayer
A: Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with
your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has
been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to
be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.
C: Amen.

*Great Thanksgiving

(Congregation sing response quietly.)
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*Preface

(Pastor continues . . .)

P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all time and in
all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father,
through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the
highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

(Pastor continues … )

Communion Form

*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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Holy Communion - If you are baptized and believe that it is the
real blood and body of Christ, we welcome you at the Lord’s table
here at St. John’s.
*Please remain seated, communion
will be offered to you in your pew.
(Please ask for gluten free or grape juice if necessary.)

Communion Music

“ Hymn Medley”

* Prayer after Communion
P: Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your
table more than we could ever ask. As you have nourished us in
this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray.
C: Amen.

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

(Please remain in your seat until the candles have been
extinguished and the Pastor has left the Sanctuary.)
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*Blessing
P: The blessing of God, who provided for us, feeds us, and
journeys with us, ☩ be upon you now and forever.
C: Amen.

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace, you are the body of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude

“Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good”
Music by Melchior Vulpius (1570-1615)

Some parts of worship are from SundaysandSeasons.com, © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved. Reprinted and streamed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies,
Annual License #SAS003368.
Permission to reprint and stream “All Are Welcome” (ELW #641) and “Healer of Our Every
Ill” (ELW #612) in this service has been obtained from OneLicense, license #A722086. All
rights reserved.
All other music is from the public domain.
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Thank you to our Worship Volunteers . . .
Worship Assistant – Chris Orem
Ushers – Michelle Fritzo / Roger Ruggles
Reader – Jim Heck
Altar Guild – Barbara Horinko / Sylvia Orem

This Week at St. John’s: June 27th – July 5th
Today (6/27/21) – Worship, 9:30 am
Sunday (7/4/21) – Worship, 9:30 am
Sunday (7/4/21) – Finance Meeting, following worship – Office
Monday (7/5/21) – Office Closed for the 4th of July Holiday
Altar Flowers are dedicated in memory of my parents
Robert & Norma Faulkner and my brother Bobby
by Barbara Robinson

VBS IS August 2nd – 6th, 2021
From 5:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Ages: completed
kindergarten – 5th grade

*Volunteers are needed for the following areas:
Registration, Dinner Coordinator, Crew Leaders &
Assistants, Station Leaders & Assistants and
Volunteers at large (Runners).
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Attendance: 6/20/21 –54 people
Last Sunday's Envelope / Plate Offering:

$1,786.00

Weekly amount needed to reach our Budget:

$2,255.00

Year to Date Envelope / Plate Offering:

$49,772.00

Year to Date amount needed to reach our Budget:

$56,375.00

Reminder: My Sister’s Closet Private Shopping Event:
July 17th, from 3-5pm.
3400 Bath Pike, Suite 103, Rt. 512
Please contact Judi Kalapay
for directions if needed. Or call,
610-866-5755. To learn more about
My Sister’s Closet or donating, visit
their website at www.shopmysisterscloset.com.
Hope to see you there!

Summer Brunch & the Bible Dialogue
July 11th —

Following Worship
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We are a Praying Church!

Prayer Concerns:

Marcia, Chuck, Anthony,
Shirley, Deanna, Karen, Bob, Dawn, Don, Dave, Judy,
Jane, Walter, Jim & Shirley, Karen, Reverend Kock,
Kevin, Carmen, Jim, Lori, Terry, Michael, Gary, Jean,
Gail, Daniel, Matthew, and the Family and Friends of:
Catherine James, Joan Fulmer, Kelly Adams, Lee
Wisner, & Sheila Gerry
If you have any prayer requests or needs,
please let us know, and let us pray for you.

We invite you to take this prayer list home and pray.
Prayer Requests can be added by contacting
the church office at 610-258-6119 or email
Admin@stjohnseaston.org, or by filling out a
request from the pew cards.

(Requested will be removed at the beginning of
the following month unless notified.
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Updated Plans for Worship!!!
Church council voted at its June meeting to adopt the following
changes to Worship beginning July 4th, 2021:
• If you have been VACCINATED, you may remove your mask as

per the CDC and PA guidelines.
• Social distancing divisions will be removed.
•

We will continue to “LIVE-STREAM ” worship on Sundays.

You can find the service “live” on Sunday
mornings at 9:30 am— through YouTube:
search for St. John’s Lutheran Church,
Easton, PA. (If your sound is low, you need
to go to your computer setting and under
system, change the master volume.)
• We will continue to offer communion in the pews until the end

of summer.
• We will continue to offer committee meetings in person or using

the “Zoom” platform.
• Children will be encouraged to wear masks as most of them are

not vaccinated.
• Hand sanitizer and masks will still be available for use in the

church.
• Room sanitation following use will continue until further notice.
• If you have any special concerns or needs, please contact the

pastor.
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