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Statement of Welcome 
 

There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, 

there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ 

Jesus.—Galatians 3:28 

 

As a community of God striving to be open to all people, we at St. 

John’s Lutheran Congregation believe that the gospel is God’s gift 

to all people, to be shared unconditionally. We welcome all to join 

us as we struggle to better understand the mysteries of God’s 

teachings. We are challenged by Christ to care for, to love, to 

understand, and to listen to each other, regardless of race, age, 

gender, marital status, physical and mental abilities, 

sexual/affectional orientation, national origin or economic status. 

We celebrate together our unity as God’s people. St. John’s 

Lutheran Congregation is a place for each person to shine in their 

own unique gifts.  

  

 

Statement of Mission 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a downtown, community-oriented, 

congregation of Christians. We worship God, strive to welcome 

and wholly accept everyone, and reach out with and in God’s love.  

 

Communion is a time we invite all baptized Christians who 

believe that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the bread and wine of 

the Sacrament. If this is your belief, YOU ARE WELCOME to 

participate in Communion.  There are instructions to follow at the 

time of Communion later in the bulletin. 
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Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Announcements       

 

Prelude              
               

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P:  In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C:  Amen. 

 

P:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your 

people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the 

power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 

your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 
 
P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another.   Most merciful God, 

 

C:  We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
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P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 

us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 

ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 

therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

C:  Amen 

 

*Gathering Hymn   (please use your hymnal, and sing quietly) 
 

ELW # 733     “Great is Thy Faithfulness” 

 

*Greeting       
  

A:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

  

C:  And also with you.  

 

 

*Kyrie         (Congregation please quietly sing parts in bold) 
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*Canticle of Praise   (congregation sing quietly after 1st line) 
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*Prayer of the Day 

 

A: Let us pray. O God, through suffering and rejection you bring 

forth our salvation, and by the glory of the cross you transform our 

lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from the 

lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading                       Isaiah 50:4-9a 

 

 4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may 

know how to sustain the weary with a word. 

 Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as 

those who are taught. 

 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, 

I did not turn backward. 

 6I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those 

who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and 

spitting. 

 7The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; 

therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be 

put to shame; 8he who vindicates me is near. 

 Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are 

my adversaries? Let them confront me. 

 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 

 

A:  The Word of the Lord.   

 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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 Psalm 116:1-9                         (Spoken responsively)   

              
1I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, 

and listened to my supplication, 

  
2for the LORD has given ear to me 

whenever I called. 

  
3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came 

upon me; 

I came to grief and sorrow. 

  
4Then I called upon the name of the LORD: 

“O LORD, I pray you, save my life.”  

  
5Gracious is the LORD and righteous; 

our God is full of compassion. 

  
6The LORD watches over the innocent; 

I was brought low, and God saved me. 

  
7Turn again to your rest, O my soul. 

for the LORD has dealt well with you. 

  
8For you have rescued my life from death, 

my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling; 

  
9I will walk in the presence of the LORD 

in the land of the living.  
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Second Reading                                          James 3:1-12 
 

1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, 

for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater 

strictness. 2For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes 

no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in 

check with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to 

make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 4Or look at ships: 

though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, 

yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the 

pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of 

great exploits. 

  How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue 

is a fire. The tongue is placed among our members as a world of 

iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, 

and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every species of beast and bird, 

of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the 

human species, 8but no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, 

full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord and Father, and 

with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. 10From 

the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and 

sisters, this ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth from the 

same opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a fig tree, my 

brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can 

salt water yield fresh. 

 

A: The word of the Lord.   

 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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* Gospel                                      Mark 8:27-38 

 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 8th chapter. 

   

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
        
27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea 

Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people 

say that I am?” 28And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and 

others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29He asked 

them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You 

are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone 

about him. 

 

  31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must 

undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief 

priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 

again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and 

began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he 

rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting 

your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If 

any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and 

take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save 

their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and 

for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit 

them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what 

can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of 

me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of 

them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the 

glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.  

 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ.   
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Sermon – The Reverend Susan D. Ruggles 

 

*Apostles Creed 
    
       I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to 

judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

Hymn of the Day -   (please use your hymnal, and sing quietly) 

 
ELW #798  “Will You Come and Follow Me” 

 
 

 

* Prayers of Intercession 

 

A:  Let us pray.  Revealing God, you have made yourself known 

through bread and wine, water and word. Continue to nurture your 

church, that it is a place where your presence is experienced and 

shared. Lord, in your mercy, 

 

C:  Hear our prayer. 
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A:  Creating God, you brought life into being and called it good. 

Bring new creation to lands devastated by tornadoes, hurricanes, 

floods, fires, and other disasters. With your hand, restore the earth. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

 

C:  Hear our prayer. 

 

A:  Protecting God, you desire all people to live in peace and 

safety. Provide for all who are in need, or danger. Strengthen all 

your people to help meet the of others. Provide care and 

compassion to the sick including those we mention on our prayer 

list . . . and those we name aloud or in our hearts . . . Lord, in your 

mercy. 

 

C:  Hear our prayer. 

 

A:  God of wisdom, your Son come among us as a teacher.  Send 

your blessing to all of the teachers of our Sunday School and the 

children of this congregation.  Guide their learnings and teachings.  

As the children go to their schools in the community, bless them 

with your love.  Lord, in your mercy, 

 

C:  Hear our prayer. 

 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

A:  Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known 

only to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 

C:  Amen. 
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* The Sharing of the Peace 
 
(remain seated and gesture a sign of peace to those around you.) 

 

A: Peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

* Presentation of Gifts   

ELW:  # 184       “Let the Vineyards be Fruitful” 
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*Offering Prayer               

 

A:  Let us pray.  Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with 

your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty.  Gather what has 

been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal.  Make us to 

be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. 

 

C:  Amen.  

 

*Great Thanksgiving   (Congregation sing response quietly.) 
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* Preface             (Pastor  continues . . .)  

 

P:  It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all time and in 

all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, 

through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the 

grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life.  And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

C:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the 

highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

 

 

Communion Form                         (Leader continues …  )  

 

*Lord’s Prayer   
   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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Holy Communion - If you are baptized and believe that it is the 

real blood and body of Christ, we welcome you at the Lord’s table 

here at St. John’s. 
 

  

*Please remain seated, communion 

will be offered to you in your pew.  

 (Please ask for gluten free or grape juice if necessary.)  

 

Communion Music  (please use your hymnals and sing quietly.) 

 

ELW #465  “As the Grains of Wheat”  

                        

ELW #464 “Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal” 

                        

ELW #471 “Let Us Break Bread Together” 

                         

* Prayer after Communion  
 

A:  Let us pray.  Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your 

table more than we could ever ask.  As you have nourished us in 

this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.  

In your name we pray.   

 

C: Amen. 

 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

(Please remain in your seat until the candles have been 

extinguished and the Pastor has left the Sanctuary.) 
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*Blessing 

 

A:  The blessing of God, who provided for us, feeds us, and 

journeys with us, ☩ be upon you now and forever. 

 

C:  Amen. 

 

*Dismissal               

   

A:  Go in peace, you are the body of Christ. 

 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude                    
 
 
 

Some parts of worship are from SundaysandSeasons.com  © 2020 Augsburg 

Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted and streamed by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies, Annual License #SAS003368. 
 
Permission to stream “Great is Thy Faithfulness (ELW #733, Text and music © 1923, 

Ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.) has been obtained from 

OneLicense, license #A722086 All rights reserved. 
 
Permission to stream “Will You Come and Follow Me” (ELW #798, Text © 1987 Iona 

Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 

www.giamusic.com. 800.442.1358) .) has been obtained from OneLicense, license 

#A722086 All rights reserved. 
 
Permission to stream “As the Grains of Wheat”, (ELW #465, Text and music © 1990 

GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.  

www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.) has been obtained from OneLicense, license 

#A722086 All rights reserved. 
 
Permission to stream “Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal”, (ELW #464, Text and music 

© 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.) has been obtained from 

OneLicense, license #A722086 All rights reserved. 
 
Permission to stream “Let Us Break Bread Together”, (ELW #471, Public Domain)  

http://sundaysandseasons.com/
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Thank you to our Worship Volunteers . . . 
 

Worship Assistant – Jim Heck 

Ushers – Bob Black / Wayne Docket 

Communion Assistant – Barb Horinko / Jacob Ruggles 

Reader – Steve Moyer 

Altar Guild – Joyce Petty / Connie Gar 

  

This Week at St. John’s:   Sept. 12th – Sept. 19th 
Today (9/12/21) – Worship, 10:30 am 

Today (9/12/21) – First Day of Sunday School /  
                                    Adult Forum, 9:00 am, Breakfast 8:15 am      
                              

Today (9/12/21) - Intern Committee Meeting, Chapel, 11:45 pm 

Monday (9/13/21) – Council Meeting, Chapel, 7:00 pm 

Tuesday (9/14/21) – Bible Study, Thomas’ Residence, 11:00 am 

Wednesday (9/15/21) – Confirmation Class Info. Night, 6:00 pm 

Sunday (9/19/21) –Sunday School 
(Breakfast 8:15 am, Classes 9:00 am) 

Sunday (9/19/21) – Worship, 10:30 am 

Sunday (9/19/21) – Membership, Property, Outreach,  
                                      Spiritual Life meetings following worship 

 
 

 

Altar Flowers are dedicated to the Glory of God . . . 
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Attendance: 9/5/21 – 50 people 
 

Last Sunday's Envelope / Plate Offering: $1,975\.00 

Weekly amount needed to reach our Budget: $2,255.00 

Year to Date Envelope / Plate Offering: $80,496.00 

Year to Date amount needed to reach our Budget: $81,180.00 
 

 

 

Thank you to all the teachers who are 

volunteering their time with the Sunday School 

Students this year . . .   

 

  

 

 

“Give Us Clean Hands, and Give Us Pure Hearts . . .” 

Psalm 24:4 

• Please take a roll of paper towels on the way 

out!  Thank you Giant in Easton for the Donation ! 

Direct your children on the 

right path, and when they are 

older they will not leave it.   

Proverbs 22:6 
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We are a Praying Church! 

 
Prayer Concerns:  Marcia, Chuck, Josh, Wendy, 

Helen, Serena & Baby, Stacey, Amy, Dylan, Carmen, 

Linda, Chris, Maureen, Bill, Pastor Bruce, Anthony, 

Karen, Bob, Lisa, Kristy, Terry, Dave, Jane, Walter, 

Jim, Reverend Kock, Kevin, Andrea, Gail 

 
 
If you have any prayer requests or needs, 
please let us know, and let us pray for you. 

We invite you to take this prayer list home and pray. 

 

Prayer Requests can be added by contacting 
the church office at 610-258-6119 or email 

Admin@stjohnseaston.org, or by filling out a 
request from the pew cards. 

 

(Requested will be removed at the beginning of 

the following month unless notified.) 


