Welcome to Worship
at

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
a reconciling in Christ congregation

Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost
September 25, 2022

10:30 am

Pastor: The Reverend Susan D. Ruggles
Vicar: Vanessa Storlie
Director of Music: Jessica Madow
330 Ferry Street; Easton, PA 18042-4500
Phone: 610-258-6119
E-mail: Admin@stjohnseaston.org
www.stjohnseaston.org

Statement of Welcome
There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free,
there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ
Jesus.—Galatians 3:28
As a community of God striving to be open to all people, we at St.
John’s Lutheran Congregation believe that the gospel is God’s gift
to all people, to be shared unconditionally. We welcome all to join
us as we struggle to better understand the mysteries of God’s
teachings. We are challenged by Christ to care for, to love, to
understand, and to listen to each other, regardless of race, age,
gender, marital status, physical and mental abilities,
sexual/affectional orientation, national origin or economic status.
We celebrate together our unity as God’s people. St. John’s
Lutheran Congregation is a place for each person to shine in their
own unique gifts.

Statement of Mission
St. John’s Lutheran Church is a downtown, community-oriented,
congregation of Christians. We worship God, strive to welcome
and wholly accept everyone, and reach out with and in God’s love.

~
Communion is a time we invite all baptized Christians who believe
that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the bread and wine of the
Sacrament. If this is your belief, there are instructions to follow at the time
of Communion later in the bulletin.

Nursery – A staffed nursery person is available in the nursery
following Children’s Chat . . .

Service Notes – * (asterisk) indicates, please stand if you are able.
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Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Announcements
Prelude

“Thy Word” by Amy Grant & Michael W. Smith
Donna Lang, vocalist/guitarist

*Confession and Forgiveness
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who is eager to forgive
and who loves us beyond our days.
C: Amen.
L: Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love
this world as Jesus does. God of mercy and forgiveness,
C: We confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed
your good creation. We have failed to do justice, love kindness,
and walk humbly with you. Turn us in a new direction. Show
us the path that leads to life. Be refuge and strength on the
journey, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.
L: Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven + and you are made
whole. God points the way to new life in Christ, who meets us on
the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love through the power of
the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
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*Gathering Hymn
ELW # 532 “Gather Us In”

*Greeting
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*Kyrie

page 147
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*Canticle of Praise
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*Prayer of the Day
A: Let us pray. O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion
on this troubled world. Feed us with your grace, and grant us the
treasure that comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading

Amos 6:1a, 4-7

1a

Alas for those who are at ease in Zion, and for those who feel
secure on Mount Samaria, 4Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory,
and lounge on their couches, and eat lambs from the flock, and
calves from the stall; 5who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp,
and like David improvise on instruments of music; 6who drink
wine from bowls, and anoint themselves with the finest oils, but
are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph!
7
Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, and the
revelry of the loungers shall pass away.
A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Psalm

146

(please read responsively)

1

Hallelujah!
Praise the LORD, O my soul!
2

I will praise the LORD as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
3

Put not your trust in rulers,
in mortals in whom there is no help.
4

When they breathe their last, they return to earth,
and in that day their thoughts perish.
5

Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help,
whose hope is in the LORD their God;
6

who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
who keeps promises forever;
7

who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those
who hunger.
The LORD sets the captive free.
8

The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those
who are bowed down;
the LORD loves the righteous.
9

The LORD cares for the stranger;
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of
the wicked.
10

The LORD shall reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!
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Second Reading

1 Timothy 6:6-19

6

Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with
contentment; 7for we brought nothing into the world, so that we
can take nothing out of it; 8but if we have food and clothing, we
will be content with these. 9But those who want to be rich fall into
temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires
that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10For the love of
money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich
some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves
with many pains.
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But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. 12Fight
the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which
you were called and for which you made the good confession in
the presence of many witnesses. 13In the presence of God, who
gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony
before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you 14to
keep the commandment without spot or blame until the
manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15which he will bring about
at the right time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the
King of kings and Lord of lords. 16It is he alone who has
immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has
ever seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.
17
As for those who in the present age are rich, command them
not to be haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches,
but rather on God who richly provides us with everything for our
enjoyment. 18They are to do good, to be rich in good works,
generous, and ready to share, 19thus storing up for themselves the
treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take
hold of the life that really is life.
A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel

Luke 16:19-31

L: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 16th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen
and who feasted sumptuously every day. 20And at his gate lay a
poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21who longed to
satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even
the dogs would come and lick his sores. 22The poor man died and
was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man
also died and was buried. 23In Hades, where he was being
tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus
by his side. 24He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me,
and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my
tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.’ 25But Abraham said,
‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your good
things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is
comforted here, and you are in agony. 26Besides all this, between
you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might
want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross
from there to us.’ 27He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send him to
19

10

my father’s house—28for I have five brothers—that he may warn
them, so that they will not also come into this place of
torment.’ 29Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets;
they should listen to them.’ 30He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if
someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31He said
to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither
will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’ ”
L: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Chat
Homily:

Vicar Vanessa Storlie
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Hymn of the Day
ACS # 1062 “Build a Longer Table”
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Apostles’ Creed
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession
A: Let us pray. O God, rich in mercy, fill your church with
righteousness, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness. Empower
your people to be generous in good works and ready to share. God
of grace,
C: Hear our prayer.
A: Protect the earth and its creatures. Provide water, food, shelter,
and favorable habitats, especially for endangered species. Preserve
all that you have created. God of grace,
C: Hear our prayer.
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A: Give food to the hungry. Stir us to act in the best interest of our
neighbors. Lift up those who are bowed down. Watch over the
stranger. Tend to those who are ill including those we mention on
our prayer list, . . . and those we name aloud or in our hearts . . .
God of grace,
C: Hear our prayer.
A: Enliven our praise. Inspire musicians, artists, poets, and all who
create beauty in this place. God of grace,
C: Hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A: Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit,
gracious God, we offer these and all our prayers to you; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C: Amen.

* The Sharing of the Peace
(please remain in your seats and gesture a sign of peace.)
L: The Peace of the Lord be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

(Ushers now proceed forward to receive the offering plates from
the Altar, and begin to pass them through the pews.)

Offertory

“Only in God” by John Michael Talbot
Donna Lang, vocalist/guitarist

*Presentation of Gifts
(Ushers now bring the offering plates forward.)

*Offertory Hymn
ELW #188 “Create in Me a Clean Heart”
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*Offering Prayer
A: Let us pray. Gracious God, in your great love you richly
provide for our needs. Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing,
and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ,
who sets a table for all.
C: Amen

*Great Thanksgiving

(congregation sing responses in bold.)
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* Preface

(Leader continues . . .)

L: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in
all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father,
through Christ our Lord; who rose beyond the bounds of death and,
on this day, as he had promised, poured out your Spirit of life and
power upon the chosen disciples. At this the whole earth exults in
boundless joy. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*Holy, Holy, Holy
C:

page 153
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*Communion Form

(Leader continues … )

L: When we gather in worship, we hear again of God’s mighty
acts and the love shown us in Jesus’ life, death, and
resurrection. As we gather centered on the holy meal of the
Lord’s supper, we bring to you this word of life and this bread and
cup of blessing, so that you may share in these same gifts and be
strengthened in communion with all the people of God.
With thanksgiving we remember that “in the night in which he was
betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.”
We are given assurance of our Lord’s presence through the gift of
his Holy Spirit. Now we share this same bread of life and this
same cup of blessing, that we may be strengthened through our
participation in the body of Christ.
O God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your
holy church now and forever. Amen.
Let us pray the Lord’s Prayer as you have taught us . . .
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*Lord's Prayer
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

*Lamb of God
C:

page 154
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Holy Communion - If you are baptized and believe that it is the
real blood and body of Christ, we welcome you at the Lord’s table.
*Please remain seated, communion will be offered to you in your pew.
(Please ask for gluten free or grape juice if necessary.)

Communion Music
ELW #496 “One Bread, One Body”
ELW #461 “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly”
ELW #469 “By Your Hand, You Feed Your People”

*Prayer after Communion
A: Let us pray. God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our
hearts in this meal with bread for the journey. Give us your grace
on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the
sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*Blessing
L: God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair,
bless you with truth and peace. And may the holy Trinity, + one
God, guide you always in faith, hope and love.

C: Amen
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Sending Hymn
ELW #550 “On What Has Now Been Sown”

Dismissal
L: Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Some parts of worship are from SundaysandSeasons.com © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted and streamed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies, Annual
License #SAS003368.
Permission to reprint/stream the following hymns has been obtained from OneLicense, license
#A722086. All rights reserved.
1. “Gather Us In” (ELW #532, Text and music: Marty Haugen © 1982 GIA Publications Inc.)
2. “Build a Longer Table” (ACS #1062, Text: David Bjorlin © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc.)
3. “One Bread, One Body” (ELW #496, Text and music © 1978 John B. Foley, SJ and OCP
Publications.)
4. “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly” (ELW #461, Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan © 1991 GIA
Publications, Inc..)
5. “By Your Hand You Feed Your People” (ELW #469, Text: Susan Briehl; Music: Marty
Haugen: Text and music © 2002 GIA Publications Inc.)
Permission to use “Thy Word” by Amy Grant & Michael W. Smith and “Only in God” by John
Michael Talbot has been obtained from CCLI, license #21157586. All rights reserved.
Remaining music is from the public domain.
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Thank you to our Worship Volunteers . . .
Worship Assistant – Joyce Petty
Ushers – Barbara Horinko / Bob Black
Reader – Cindy Black
Altar Guild – Connie Garr / Joyce Petty

This Week at St. John’s: Sept. 25th – Oct. 2nd
Today (9/25/22) – Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost, 10:30 am
Today (9/25/22) – Rachel’s Circle, Following Worship
Today (9/25/22) –Gallery Open – 12:00 – 2:00 pm
Monday (9/26/22) – Choir Rehearsal – 1:00pm, Sanctuary
Tuesday (9/27/22) – Bible Study, 11:00 am – Hospitality Rm.
Saturday (10/1/22) – GarlicFest, Parking Lot Open 10:30-4:30 pm
Sunday (10/2/22) – Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost, 10:30 am
Sunday (10/2/22) – Finance, Following Worship – Office
Sunday (10/2/22) – Confirmation Info. Session, 1:00 pm - Chapel
Sunday (10/2/22) –Gallery Open – 12:00 – 2:00 pm
Sunday (10 /2/22) – GarlicFest, Parking Lot Open 11:30-4:30 pm

Altar flowers are dedicated in honor of our
2 Great Grandchildren – Charlotte & Nathan,
by Jim & Shirley Kressler
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Attendance:

53

Last Sunday's Envelope / Plate Offering:

$10,311.00

Weekly amount needed to reach our Budget:

$2,270.00

Year to Date Envelope / Plate Offering:

$82,934.00

Year to Date amount needed to reach our Budget:

$86,260.00

(These totals do not include special envelopes.)

Thank you to
“Donna Lang” for
sharing her special
music with us today.
The Outreach Committee
is collecting candy or small prizes for
the Miracle League – Trunk or Treat
Donations can be placed in the box in the Narthex.
Deadline for Donations 10/16/22
Check out the Sign-Up Sheet in the
Narthex for Garlic-Fest Parking Volunteers
Oct. 1 & 2
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Gallery
~ Plaid Show ~
Open Sundays, 12:00 – 1:00 pm
Volunteer Gallery Sitters Needed . . .
(See Rhemy Golab or Charlie Hanson )
(Watch for Info on the Holiday Show . . .)

St. John’s Van Driver – Lenny Fredericks
please call if you need transportation to church.
(484-541-6824)
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