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We are back!   
See you at 

9:30 am 

 for Summer 
Services 

When actions outside 

“Suffering produces endurance, and 

endurance produces character and 
character produces hope and hope does 
not disappoint us, because God’s love has 
been poured into our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit.”  Those were words from 
Paul to the 2 Corinthians for  the Second 
Sunday of Pentecost in the beginning of 
June.  Bob Black read them in my office 
as we filmed the virtual service, he 

finished by saying something like, “boy, we needed to hear 
that”.   
 
There has been a lot of suffering.  People whose loved ones 
passed away and they were told 8 people can come to a 
service.  People who visited loved ones in a nursing home and 
stood outside looking into the window without touching and 
feeling a little lost.  Youth who graduated from 12 years of 
school and the expectations of acknowledging their 
accomplishment looked very different than what they 
wanted.  We didn’t gather in the sanctuary and after a while 
I heard over and over, “I miss everyone.  I miss singing the 
hymns.  The virtual services are nice but I miss the real 
thing.” 
 
Like you, I have been challenged to figure out the best road 
forward and how to navigate it with so many rules and 
concerns.  The church council has been deliberating and has 
helped to come up with a plan . . . 
  
We will meet again in our sanctuary on July 5th.  We will 
gather again for worship in the church but it will not be the 
best choice for everyone.  Please remember that each and 
every one of us is making decisions for our health and the 
health of the loved ones in our houses.  Our hope is that  
we are mindful of all that our doctors and family members 
are telling us and we are picking the best way for us to 
navigate this uncharted path.   
 
On July 5th, those who feel comfortable can gather in the 
church with the following preventive measures so ALL who 
come will feel safe.  Individuals entering the building must 
wear a mask.  Use the hand sanitizing before coming in either 
using your own or the hand sanitizer in the church.  



 

 Someone will be at the door and asking people to remain 
6 feet apart.  Doors will be propped open so you can 
enter without touching doorknobs.  The pews will be 
marked off to create space and everyone is asked to 
avoid crowding. 
 
During worship, some changes will take place.  We will 
not be singing for awhile instead listening to music.  We 
will pass the peace from a distance waving a peace sign 
or ‘air hugs’ to others.  Holy Communion will be 
different. We will begin using individual bread/grape 
juice cups that you unseal yourself.  We will leave the 
church and go to our cars after worship.  You are 
encouraged to phone each other later!  Parts of the 
church will remain closed.  (This is so sanitizing the 
building can take place in a systematic way).   
 
I feel like these guidelines are the endurance part!  We 
will endure, be better disciplined because of it and the 
hope is that soon we can relax and not be distracted by 
“the rules”.  Meanwhile, I believe God is thrilled when 
we are not judging others for their decisions on how to 
face this pandemic.  I believe God is still listening to our 
laments and our joys.  I believe in HOPE because that is 
the only thing that is certain.  Jesus Christ did not 
come to our world, experience challenges and suffer so 
that we can abandon gentleness, kindness, love for each 
other.  Jesus Christ came and showed us “he can 
conquer all things even death” and when we put our faith 
in that, hope is alive too. 
 
I hope that you can worship with us on July 5th and if 
you can’t, I hope that you can very soon.  In the 
meantime, the services in the church will be taped and 
continued to be put on the webpage or on the YouTube 
channel to help you be included.  Please call me if you 
have any concerns. 
 

Pastor Sue Ruggles 

Our goal is to provide a safe 
environment for everyone to attend 

worship service.  
 

Guidelines:   
 
• All individuals entering the building are 
asked to wear a mask at all times.  (Masks 

will be provided to individuals who do not bring their own.) 
 
• Individuals are asked to use hand sanitizer before entering the 

building. (Hand sanitizer will be available.) 
 
• The church will have an attendant at the door as a reminder of social 

distancing before entering the church.  (Please do your best to remain 
at least 6 feet apart.) 

 
• Please be mindful that congregating in the narthex is discouraged. 
 
• To assure that during worship social distancing will be followed, we 

ask that congregants please find a seat in the marked areas and to 
remain there for the entire service. 

   
 - During the sharing of the Peace, you are asked to smile,  
 wave, gesture to fellow members. 
  
 - During Communion, congregants will be ushered to the  
 front of the sanctuary to receive individual servings of  bread / 
 grape juice given and blessed by the Pastor.  (please use provided 
 garbage cans for disposal.) 
 
• Offerings will be collected in the “Collection Boxes”  in the rear of 

the sanctuary.  Please place your contributions in the box upon 
entering or exiting the sanctuary. 

 
• At the conclusion of the service, please exit the sanctuary, and 

narthex practicing social distancing and being mindful of those 
around you. 

 
• All other areas of the church will be closed.  Restrooms available for 

use will be marked.  The sanctuary, narthex and other areas of use 
will be cleaned and sanitized following use. 

 

Let us be thankful we can praise God together again! 
 



7/1—Karen Ruggles 
7/1— Curtis White 
7/2—Mary Ealer 
7/6—Charles Hanson 
7/9—Claire Hammerstone 
7/9—Arlene Heimbach 
7/9—Judi Kalapay 
7/10—Shirley Collins 
7/10—Maggie Weber 
7/13—Charles Cortright 
7/14—Rosemary Howey 
7/17—Tera Burnett 
7/17—David Faulkner 
7/17—Joyce Petty 
7/17—Penelope Taub 
7/22—Diane Coker 
7/23—Alison Fink 
7/25—Nancy Betts 
7/25—Alexa Kutch 
7/28—Donna Hoppey 
7/29—Judy Keen 

July Anniversaries . . . 
7/6—Sylvia & Charles Orem 
7/18—Cindy & Bob Black 
7/24—Pastor Sue & Roger Ruggles 
 

(*If you were missed, please  
contact the church office.) 

July Birthdays . . . 

Give thanks to the God of 
Heaven, for God’s  

steadfast love endures  
forever.       Psalm  136:26 

 

Remembering those 

members who have 

passed . . . 

 

 Lila Godown 

      1956 - 2020 

Worship Schedule —July 9:00 am 

 

July  5  Fifth Sunday after Pentecost  

Liturgical Color:  Green 
Reading:   Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

Attendant / Ushers:    Volunteer 
Reader:    Bob Black 
  
July 12  Sixth Sunday after Pentecost  

Liturgical Color:  Green 
Reading:   Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

Attendant / Ushers:    Volunteer 
Reader:    Monica Weiss-Nolen 
 

July 19   Seventh Sunday after Pentecost  

Liturgical Color:  Green 
Reading:   Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

Attendant / Ushers:    Volunteer 
Reader:    Lynn Kutch 
  

July 26  Eighth Sunday after Pentecost  

Liturgical Color:  Green 
Reading:   Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

Attendant / Ushers:    Volunteer 
Reader:    Volunteer 

Welcome Back to Church and Back to Worship! 

 

Since we are still unsure about who and when 

people will be returning to church and what 

their comfort levels are, we will be looking for:  

 

Volunteers Readers   

 

Volunteer Usher/Attendants  

(to help with seating members and  

new protocol guidance .) 

 

Please call the church office if you would like  

to help and your availability. 



Would Your Committee Like To Meet?  

Committee meetings are now allowed back in the 
church.  Contact your Committee Chair and they 

can set up a time and location                            
with the church office. 

When we 
commence  worship 
on July 5th, We will 

be following the 
Summer Worship 
Schedule .  See 

everyone at  
9:30 am. 

The Church Choir is on Break  
until further notice.  Hope to see you 

in the fall . . . 

 
What do you call people who worship cheese? 

                      Brielievers 

When we face hard 
times Jesus’ power 

helps us to pull 
through!!  

 
In this years VBS Rocky 

Railway, children will learn that through the 
ups and downs of life God helps us pull 
through!  
 
Vacation Bible School continues to race down 
the tracks as we prepare to go virtual!  
 
The deadline is approaching. Sign up now, and 
make sure to mark your availability so we can 
stop by and deliver your kit.   
 
This year participants will receive “boxcar” 
kits full of all of the crafts, songs, and bible 
adventure materials needed to journey at 
home via the internet. 
 
Each online station will be posted as its own 
short video so children can go through the 
program at their own pace throughout the 
week and create their own experiences. 
  
Live information, updates, and samples will be 
posted on the church’s webpage at 
www.Stjohnseaston.org/VBS or contact the 
Vicar for more information at 610-258-6119 or 
email at vicarstjohnseaston.org.  
 
Adults wishing to volunteer are still needed as 
Station Aids for crafts, Bible Adventures, and 
Delivery Engineers.  
 
Looking forward to seeing you all soon! 
 
Blessings,  
Vicar Matt 

http://www.Stjohnseaston.org/VBS


July  Time Event Location 

7/5 9:30 am Worship In the Sanctuary 

7/6   
VBS Sign-up 

Deadline 

Please call the office or 
E-mail the church. 

7/8  
Council Reports 

Due 
 

7/9 9:30 am Prayer Group Gallery 

7/10  
Newsletter 
Deadline 

 

7/12 9:30 am Worship In the Sanctuary 

7/12 11:00 am 
Membership 

Meeting 
Gallery 

7/13 7:00 pm 
Council  
Meeting 

Fellowship Hall 
 

7/17 
 

10:00 am 
 

Collate Eagle Gallery 

7/19 9:30 am 
Worship 

 
 

7/19 11:00 am 
Property  
Meeting 

Gallery 

7/23 9:30 am Prayer Group Gallery 

7/26 9:30 am Worship In the Sanctuary 

August       

8/3-8/7   VBS   

Contact information and 
 e-mail addresses can be 
found on the last page of 

the newsletter. 

 

Not comfortable coming  
back to church? 
That’s OK . . . 

Note:  The church will gladly accept 
your contributions through the mail.   
(330 Ferry Street, Easton, PA 18042) 

 

 The Capital Campaign for the Organ Renovations 
reached $21,657 at the end of May 2020.  Thank you for your 
continued faithful support as we move closer to our Campaign 
Goal of $50,000. 
 Emery Brothers has returned to work.  They were at the 
Church on Thursday, June 11th for site prep work.  On Monday, 
June 15th they began the reinstall of our organ.  Their plan is to 
be completed by the first week in July.   
 A Line of Credit has been established with BB&T Bank 
(becoming Truist Bank) to allow us to pay for the renovation 
work as our Capital Campaign continues for another 3-1/2 years. 
Even though the work is nearing completion, our financial 
responsibilities will continue.     
     Steve Moyer, Treasurer 
 

ORGAN RENOVATION and CAPITAL  
CAMPAIGN  

$18,000 

2019 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec   



 
In the gallery… 
 
The Gallery at St. John’s remains temporarily closed. 
 
Since there is nothing new to report re the gallery, I thought 
I would use a prayer that fits into our current life situation 

posted in the Chautauqua newsletter. 
      - MariAn Olson 

 

Chautauqua Institution, a summer community located on Lake 
Chautauqua in southwestern NY State, is dedicated to exploring 
important religious, social and political issues of our times.  It 
aims to promote excellence and creativity in the appreciation, 
performance and teaching of the arts. For the first time since its 
founding in 1874 the board decided with great sadness not be 
open this summer due to the Coronavirus Pandemic. Each week 
an inter-faith prayer is included in their email newsletter. Below 
is a prayer in the Christian tradition. 
 

(Let’s substitute St. John’s where there is an * on line 9 . . .) 
  
An Interfaith Prayer in a Time of Pandemic 
 

Loving God, 
All seems adrift. 
 

Is this what it takes to let us know 
We are One? 
Is this what it takes to make us live 
As One? 
Is this the high price of love 
And solidarity? 
 

We long to regather at Chautauqua* 
This summer, 
In such love 
With You and all our suffering world. 
May we hold one another till then. 
May You hold us. 
 

Let it be so. 
Let it be so. 
 

by Fr. Richard Rohr, OFM 

Outreach Committee 

July Benevolence  

As always,  
Outreach Thanks you for your support 

of these programs.    

Local agencies that  need support . . . 

During this time of Social Distancing,  

Monetary Donations are the best way to give . . . 

Any donations can be mailed directly to the Agencies. 

 Project Food Pantry 

320 Ferry Street, Easton, 18042 

 Safe Harbor, Easton 

536 Bushkill Dr, Easton , 18042 

 

 

We are blessed to be a blessing to others . . .  

Give what you can . . . 
Take what you need,  
 
*Accepting 
non-perishable  
food items for  
donation. 



Bible Study . . . 
 

Currently meeting in the Gallery on 
Wednesdays at 5:00 pm.   

The book of Matthew is the topic. 
 

Email Pastor Sue to participate 
pastor@stjohnseaston.org 

 

Going forward . . . 

The Worship  

services will be 

“Video-Taped” 

and posted to  

our website 

by Monday  

following the 

Sunday  

service . 

As we bravely enter back into 
more normal circumstances,  
let us be mindful of others.   

Our comfort levels might not 
be what our fellow friends 

and members are  
comfortable with.   

Let us be happy with our new 
normal . . . 

 smile, wave, sing, praise! 

 

  Do you have a Change in Address?  
Phone Number?  E-Mail Address?      
Please make sure you update the  

church office.   

Council Officer Contact Info: 
 

President—Nadine Anderson   
(610-252-4656, NadineA@Att.net) 

 

Vice President—Ian Heck   
(610-905-6906, Stiwh02@gmail.com) 

 

Secretary—Chris Orem   
(610-250-5031, Cporem@ptd.net) 

 

Treasurer—Steve Moyer   
(610-923-8171, bbflat121@gmail.com) 

 

Finance Secretary—Rob Smith   
(908-859-3706, dwilcoxsmith@gmail.com) 

I just wanted to thank 
everyone who sent cards and 
condolences for the passing of 
my father.  It is so nice to 
know that people care and 
were praying for us.   God 
Bless,  Melissa Dean 

mailto:pastor@stjohnseaston.org


Synod News: 

If you would like to read the Synod News.  Please find it 
online @: 

 www.nepasynod.org/publications/synod-news/. 

Staff E-Mail 

Pastor - 
Susan Ruggles 

Pastor@stjohnseaston.org 

Vicar - 
Matthew Kayhart 

Vicar@stjohnseaston.org 

Office / Admin. - 
Melissa Dean 

Admin@stjohnseaston.org 

Property Manager - 
Tyler VanAllen 

Property@stjohnseaston.org 

Director of Music - 
Jessica Madow 

Music@stjohnseaston.org 

Sexton - 
Michelle Fritzo 

Sexton@stjohnseaston.org 

Newsletter Newsletter@stjohnseaston.org 

*Note  - Alison Fink (Nursery) and Lenny Fredericks (Van Driver) can 
be reached through the church office. 

Staff Directory: 
  

St. John’s Office Phone:    610-258-6119 
Office Hours:  9:00 am—12:00 pm 

 

Note:  The Church Newsletter and Calendar are available  

online for your viewing-think about sending a link to a friend! 

 WWW. STJOHNSEASTON.ORG 
If you would like to discontinue your paper copy delivery,  

please contact the church office.   

(610-258-6119) 
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