Welcome to Worship
at

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
a reconciling in Christ congregation

Second Sunday After Pentecost
June 19, 2022

9:30 am

Pastor: The Reverend Susan D. Ruggles
Director of Music: Jessica Madow
Guest Leader: Steve Moyer
330 Ferry Street; Easton, PA 18042-4500
Phone: 610-258-6119
E-mail: Admin@stjohnseaston.org
www.stjohnseaston.org

Statement of Welcome
There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free,
there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ
Jesus.—Galatians 3:28
As a community of God striving to be open to all people, we at St.
John’s Lutheran Congregation believe that the gospel is God’s gift
to all people, to be shared unconditionally. We welcome all to join
us as we struggle to better understand the mysteries of God’s
teachings. We are challenged by Christ to care for, to love, to
understand, and to listen to each other, regardless of race, age,
gender, marital status, physical and mental abilities,
sexual/affectional orientation, national origin or economic status.
We celebrate together our unity as God’s people. St. John’s
Lutheran Congregation is a place for each person to shine in their
own unique gifts.

Statement of Mission
St. John’s Lutheran Church is a downtown, community-oriented,
congregation of Christians. We worship God, strive to welcome
and wholly accept everyone, and reach out with and in God’s love.

~
Communion is a time we invite all baptized Christians who believe
that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the bread and wine of the
Sacrament. If this is your belief, there are instructions to follow at the time
of Communion later in the bulletin.

Nursery – A staffed nursery person is available in the nursery
following Children’s Chat . . .

Service Notes – * (asterisk) indicates, please stand if you are able.
2

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Announcements
Prelude

“My God, How Wonderful Thou Art”

*Confession and Forgiveness
A: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose steadfast love
endures forever.
C: Amen.
A: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another. Merciful God . . .
C: We confess that we have not followed your path but have
chosen our own way. Instead of putting others before
ourselves we long to take the best seats at the table. When met
by those in need, we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life. Save us from ourselves and
free us to love our neighbors. Amen.
A: Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to
our sins but delights in granting pardon and mercy. In the name of
+ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are free to love as God
loves.
C: Amen
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*Gathering Hymn (please use your hymnals, sing quietly)
ELW # 858 “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

*Greeting
A: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*Kyrie (Congregation sing parts in bold quietly . . .)
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* Canticle of Praise

(Congregation sing quietly)
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*Prayer of the Day
A: Let us pray. O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of a
sorrowing world. In your mercy set us free from the chains that
bind us, and defend us from everything that is evil, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading

Isaiah 65:1-9

1

I was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask, to be
found by those who did not seek me.
I said, “Here I am, here I am,” to a nation that did not call on my
name.
2
I held out my hands all day long to a rebellious people, who
walk in a way that is not good, following their own devices; 3a
people who provoke me to my face continually, sacrificing in
gardens and offering incense on bricks; 4who sit inside tombs,
and spend the night in secret places; who eat swine’s flesh, with
broth of abominable things in their vessels; 5who say, “Keep to
yourself, do not come near me, for I am too holy for you.”
These are a smoke in my nostrils, a fire that burns all day long.
6
See, it is written before me: I will not keep silent, but I will
repay; I will indeed repay into their laps 7their iniquities and their
ancestors’ iniquities together, says the LORD; because they offered
incense on the mountains and reviled me on the hills, I will
measure into their laps full payment for their actions.
8
Thus says the LORD: As the wine is found in the cluster,
and they say, “Do not destroy it, for there is a blessing in it,”
so I will do for my servants’ sake, and not destroy them all. 9I will
bring forth descendants from Jacob, and from Judah inheritors of
7

my mountains; my chosen shall inherit it, and my servants shall
settle there.
A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm

22:19-28

(please read responsively)

19

But you, O LORD, be not far away;
O my help, hasten to my aid.
20

Deliver me from the sword,
my life from the power of the dog.
Save me from the lion’s mouth!
From the horns of wild bulls you have rescued me.
21

22

I will declare your name to my people;
in the midst of the assembly I will praise you.
You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give
glory.
Stand in awe of the LORD, all you offspring of Israel.
23

24

For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their
poverty; neither is the LORD’s face hidden from them;
but when they cry out, the LORD hears them.
25

From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD.
26

The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live
forever!
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27

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.
28

For dominion belongs to the LORD,
who rules over the nations.

Second Reading

Galatians 3:23-29

23

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under
the law until faith would be revealed. 24Therefore the law was our
disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified by
faith. 25But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a
disciplinarian, 26for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God
through faith. 27As many of you as were baptized into Christ have
clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is no longer Jew or Greek,
there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female;
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 29And if you belong to Christ,
then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.
A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel

Luke 8:26-39

A: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 8th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
26

Then [Jesus and his disciples] arrived at the country of the
Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 27As he stepped out on land,
a man of the city who had demons met him. For a long time he had
worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the
tombs. 28When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted
at the top of his voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son
of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me”—29for Jesus
had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For
many times it had seized him; he was kept under guard and bound
with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be
driven by the demon into the wilds.) 30Jesus then asked him, “What
is your name?” He said, “Legion”; for many demons had entered
him. 31They begged him not to order them to go back into the
abyss.
32
Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding;
and the demons begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave
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them permission. 33Then the demons came out of the man and
entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into
the lake and was drowned.
34
When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and
told it in the city and in the country. 35Then people came out to see
what had happened, and when they came to Jesus, they found the
man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus,
clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. 36Those who
had seen it told them how the one who had been possessed by
demons had been healed. 37Then all the people of the surrounding
country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they were
seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. 38The
man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be
with him; but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39“Return to your
home, and declare how much God has done for you.” So he went
away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done
for him.
A: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Homily:

Steve Moyer

*Hymn of the Day – (please use your hymnals, sing quietly.)
ELW #843 “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”
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*Apostles Creed
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession
A: Let us Pray. Holy God, hear the cries of those who seek you.
Through your church guide them with your outstretched hands and
your promises of a place to call home. God of grace,
C: Hear our prayer.
A: You hear the cries of the earth. Restore places where land, air,
and waterways have been harmed. Guide us to not destroy the
earth and to cherish what has been given to us. God of grace,
C: Hear our prayer.
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A: You hear the cries of those who suffer. Come to the aid of all
who are homeless, naked, hungry, and sick. Bring peace to any
experiencing either physical or mental illness including those we
mention on our prayer list, . . . and those we name aloud or in our
hearts . . . God of grace,
C: Hear our prayer.
A: You hear the cries of those who celebrate and those who grieve
on this Father’s Day. Nurture the love that you taught us and
tender care in all relationships. Comfort those for whom this day
brings sadness or longing. Rejoice with families of all types who
sing to you our Father, God of grace,
C: Hear our prayer.
(Here other intercessions may be offered.)
A: God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with
your Holy Spirit, we entrust these spoken prayers and those in our
hearts into your holy keeping.
C: Amen.

* The Sharing of the Peace
(please remain in your seats and gesture a sign
of peace to those around you.)
A: The Peace of the Lord be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

(Ushers now proceed forward to receive the offering plates from
the Altar, and begin to pass them through the pews.)

Offertory

“There Is a Balm in Gilead”
(African American Spiritual)
Donna Lang, recorded vocals

*Presentation of Gifts
(Ushers now bring the offering plates forward.)

*Offertory Hymn
ELW #172 “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”
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*Offering Prayer
A: Let us pray. God of abundance: you have set before us a
plentiful harvest. As we feast on your goodness, strengthen us to
labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, in
the name of Jesus.
C: Amen

*Great Thanksgiving

(congregation sing responses in bold.)
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* Preface

(Leader continues . . .)

A: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in
all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father,
through Christ our Lord. Sharing our life, he loved among us to
reveal your glory and love, that our darkness should give way to
his own brilliant light. And so, with the Church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

*Holy, Holy, Holy
C:

(please sing quietly)
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*Communion Form

(Leader continues … )

A: When we last gathered in worship, we heard again of God’s
mighty acts and the love shown us in Jesus’ life, death, and
resurrection. As we gather again centered on the holy meal of the
Lord’s supper, we bring to you this word of life and this bread and
cup of blessing, so that you may share in these same gifts and be
strengthened in communion with all the people of God.
With thanksgiving we remember that “in the night in which he was
betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.”
We are given assurance of our Lord’s presence through the gift of
his Holy Spirit. Now we share this same bread of life and this
same cup of blessing, that we may be strengthened through our
participation in the body of Christ.
To you, O God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory
in your holy church now and forever . . . Let us pray the Lord’s
Prayer as you have taught us . . .
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*Lord's Prayer
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

*Lamb of God
C:

(please sing quietly)
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Holy Communion - If you are baptized and believe that it is the
real blood and body of Christ, we welcome you at the Lord’s table
here at St. John’s.
*Please remain seated, communion
will be offered to you in your pew.
(Please ask for gluten free or grape juice if necessary.)

Communion Hymns

(Please use your hymnal, and sing quietly.)

ELW # 496 “One Bread, One Body”
ELW # 497 “Strengthen for Service, Lord”
ELW # 501 “Come with Us, O Blessed Jesus”

*Prayer after Communion
A: Let us pray. Life-giving God, through this meal you have
bandaged our wounds and fed us with your mercy. Now send us
forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come
to know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.
C: Amen.

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
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*Blessing
A: The God of peace, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you,
comfort you, and show you the path of life this day and always.
C: Amen.

*Sending Hymn

(Please use your hymnals, sing quietly)

ELW # 537 “On Our Way Rejoicing”

*Dismissal
A: Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude

“Air” from “Water Music” by G.F. Handel

Some parts of worship are from SundaysandSeasons.com © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted and streamed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies, Annual
License #SAS003368.
Permission to reprint/stream the following hymns has been obtained from OneLicense, license
#A722086. All rights reserved.
1. “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” (ELW #172, Arr. © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.)
2. “One Bread, One Body” (ELW #496, Text & music: John Foley © 1978 John B. Foley, SJ
and OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.)
3. “Strengthen for Service” (ELW #497, Text: Syriac Liturgy of Malabar; Music: Robert A.
Hobby © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.)
Permission to stream “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” (ELW #843, Text: Rusty
Edwards © 1987 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188) has been obtained from
CCLI, streaming license #21157579. All rights reserved.
Remaining music selections are from the public domain.
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Thank you to our Worship Volunteers . . .
Worship Assistant – Jim Heck
Ushers – Connie Garr / Volunteer
Reader – Julia Cortwright
Altar Guild – Barbara Horinko / Sylvia Orem

This Week at St. John’s: June 19th – June 26th
Today (6/12/22) –Second Sunday after Pentecost, 9:30 am
Thursday (6/23/22) – Prayer Group, 9:30 am
Sunday (6/26/22) –Third Sunday after Pentecost, 9:30 am
Sunday (6/26/22) –Rachel’s Circle, following worship

,
&

Attendance:

6/12/22 – 48 people

Last Sunday's Envelope / Plate Offering:

$2,246.00

Weekly amount needed to reach our Budget:

$2,270.00

Year to Date Envelope / Plate Offering:

$47,540.00

Year to Date amount needed to reach our Budget:

$59,050.00

(These totals do not include special envelopes.
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~ ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS OF ST. JOHN’S ~
~ YOU ARE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN ~

“GALLERY APPRECIATION MONTH”
SUNDAY JULY 17TH – AUGUST 21ST

THIS SHOW… IS FOR EVERYONE !
It’s a time to Share something unique By OUR Members,
for OUR Members and with OUR Members!
Examples: Hobbies, Favorite Recipes, Old Family
Photos, Knitting, Crocheting, Collections, Artwork,
Crafts, Poetry,
Old Toys, Games, Dolls, Model Cars, Vintage Clothes,
Records, Nostalgic Tools, etc . . .
SHOW AND TELL OR Something to Sell !
Drop off date will be July 12th from 11a.m. – 1 p.m.
*If you can’t make that date and time please contact:
Charlie Hanson at 610-905-1767 to make other
arrangements.

PLEASE JOIN US!
Currently in the Gallery at St. John’s . . .
The art of Stewart P. Lewis,
the grandfather of members Chuck and Howard Lewis.
He created a cartoon character in the 1920’s-1930’s
called, ‘Father Easton’ who appeared weekly in the
Easton newspaper during that time. The Gallery is
showcasing his art work, and will be open to view after
worship and during Heritage Day.
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Heritage Day is Sunday, July 10th,
On this day, we will be worshiping with the community
at the Riverside Park Amphitheatre at 9:30 am.
Please join us.
This is an opportunity to Worship with our neighbors.
*For those not wishing to worship outdoors, a prayer
service will be available at 8:30 am in the Sanctuary.

Summer is here, and with
vacations the church office may be
left unattended from time to time.
To make sure you don’t make a
wasted trip, please call ahead.
Phone messages and e-mails
will be checked regularly.

After the service, please join us in the Gallery for
fellowship and light refreshments.
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We are a Praying Church !
Prayer Concerns: Alyssa & Family, Chuck,
Marge, Deanna, Jack, Nancy, Rebecca, Sheila,
Lois Anne, Eleanor, Carol, David, Bob, David, Kara,
Barbara, Joan, Pastor Steve, Walter, Jim, Shirley,
Betty, Dr. Parker, Joseph, Gail, Karen, Tom, our
Homebound Family and Friends, and the Family and
Friends of Douglas Powell and Frank Kutch.

If you have any prayer requests or needs, please let
us know, and let us pray for you.
*We invite you to take this prayer list
pray.

home and

Prayer Requests can be added by contacting the
church office at 610-258-6119 or email
Admin@stjohnseaston.org, or by filling out a
request from the pew cards.
(Requested will be removed at the beginning of the
following month unless notified.)
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