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Statement of Welcome 
 

There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, 

there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ 

Jesus.—Galatians 3:28 

 

As a community of God striving to be open to all people, we at St. 

John’s Lutheran Congregation believe that the gospel is God’s gift 

to all people, to be shared unconditionally. We welcome all to join 

us as we struggle to better understand the mysteries of God’s 

teachings. We are challenged by Christ to care for, to love, to 

understand, and to listen to each other, regardless of race, age, 

gender, marital status, physical and mental abilities, 

sexual/affectional orientation, national origin or economic status. 

We celebrate together our unity as God’s people. St. John’s 

Lutheran Congregation is a place for each person to shine in their 

own unique gifts.  

  

 

Statement of Mission 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a downtown, community-oriented, 

congregation of Christians. We worship God, strive to welcome 

and wholly accept everyone, and reach out with and in God’s love.  

 

Communion is a time we invite all baptized Christians who 

believe that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the bread and wine of 

the Sacrament. If this is your belief, YOU ARE WELCOME to 

participate in Communion.  There are instructions to follow at the 

time of Communion later in the bulletin. 
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Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Announcements       

Prelude                
 

*Greeting       
  

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

  

C:  And also with you.  
 

*Gathering Song   ELW  #456 
           

“Baptized in Water” 

 

1 Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 

 cleansed by the blood of Christ our king: 

 heirs of salvation, trusting his promise, 

 faithfully now God's praise we sing. 
 
2 Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 

 dead in the tomb with Christ our king: 

 one with his rising, freed and forgiven, 

 thankfully now God's praise we sing. 
 
3 Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 

 marked with the sign of Christ our king: 

 born of the Spirit, we are God's children; 

 joyfully now God's praise we sing. 
 

 
Text: Michael Saward, b. 1932       Text © 1982 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, 

 Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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* Baptism of Landry James Fink 

 

P: God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a 

living hope through the sacrament of baptism.  By water and the 

Word, God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life 

in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body 

of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in 

God's mission for the life of the world. 

 

Who is presented this morning for baptism? 

 

Parents Response:   “I present Landry James Fink for 

baptism.” 

 

P:  As you  bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are 

entrusted with responsibilities: to live with her among God’s 

faithful people, bring her to the word of God and the holy supper, 

teach her the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten 

Commandments, place in her hands the holy scriptures, and  

nurture her  in faith and prayer, so that she may learn to trust God, 

proclaim Christ through word and deed, care for others and the 

world God made, and work for justice and peace. 

  

 Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and 

life? 

 

Parents Response:  I do with the help of God. 

 

P: (To the sponsors) Do you promise to nurture this child in the 

Christian faith as you are empowered by God’s Spirit, and to help 

her live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the 

church? 

 

Sponsors Response:  I do with the help of God. 
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P: (To the congregation) People of God, do you promise to support 

this child, family members and sponsors, and pray for them in their 

new life in Christ? 
 

Congregation Response:   We do with the help of God. 
 

Profession of Faith 
 

P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and 

confess the faith of the church. 

 

(Parents and Sponsors answer for the child . . .) 

 

P: Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?   If 

so then answer, I renounce them. 

Parents / Sponsors:  I renounce them. 

 

P:  Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against 

God?  If so then answer, I renounce them. 

 

Parents / Sponsors:  I renounce them. 

 

P: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?  

If so, then answer, I renounce them. 

 

Parents / Sponsors:  I renounce them. 

 

P: (to all gathered) Do you believe in God the Father? 

 

Congregation Response:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
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Congregation Response:  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only 

Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  

     On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he 

is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to 

judge the living and the dead. 

 

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  
 

Congregation Response:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   

Amen. 

 

P:  We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit 

moved over the waters and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight.  Through the waters of 

the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea 

you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.  At the river 

your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.  

By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you set us free 

from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you. 

 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that 

those who are washed in the waters of baptism may be given new 

life.  To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

 

Congregation Response:  Amen 
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P: Landry James Fink, I baptize you in the name of the 

Father…and the Son…and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Let us pray.  We give you thanks, O God, that through water and 

the Holy Spirit you give your sons and daughters new birth, 

cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 

 

Sustain Landry James with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit 

of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 

spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in 

your presence, both now and forever. 

 

Congregation Response:  Amen. 

 

(the sign of the cross is made on the forehead) 
 
 

P:  Landry James, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy 

Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.  

 

(A lighted candle is given to the baptized by a  

representative of the congregation who says . . .) 

 

Congregation Representative:  Jesus said I am the light of the 

world.  Whoever follows me will have the light of life. 

 

P: Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

 

Congregation Response: We welcome you into the body of 

Christ and into the mission we share:  join us in giving thanks 

and praise to God and bearing God’s creative and redeeming 

word to all the world.   Amen. 
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*Kyrie         (Congregation please quietly sing parts in bold) 
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*Canticle of Praise      (congregation sing quietly after 1st line) 
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*Prayer of the Day  

    

P: Let us pray. Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the 

heavens and in your presence intercedes for us. Receive us and our 

prayers for all the world, and in the end bring everything into your 

glory, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C: Amen. 
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Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

 

First Reading                           Acts 1:1-11 

 

[Luke writes:] 1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that 

Jesus did and taught from the beginning 2until the day when he was 

taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy 

Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering he 

presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, 

appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the 

kingdom of God. 4While staying with them, he ordered them not to 

leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. 

“This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5for John 

baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit 

not many days from now.” 

  6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this 

the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, 

“It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has 

set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was 

lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was 

going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men 

in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why 

do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been 

taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you 

saw him go into heaven.” 
 

A:  The Word of the Lord.   

 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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 Psalm 47                       (Spoken responsively)   

              
1Clap your hands, all you peoples; 

shout to God with a joyful sound. 

  
2For the LORD Most High is to be feared: 

a great king over all the earth, 

  
3who subdues the peoples under us, 

and the nations under our feet; 

  
4who chooses our inheritance for us, 

the pride of Jacob, whom God loves. R 

  
5God has gone up with a shout, 

the LORD with the sound of the ram’s horn. 

  
6Sing praises to God, sing praises; 

sing praises to our king, sing praises.  

  
7For God is king of all the earth; 

sing praises with a song. 

  
8God reigns over the nations; 

God is enthroned on high. 

  
 

9The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the God 

of Abraham. 

The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is highly exalted.  
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Second Reading                                    Ephesians 1:15-23 
  

15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward 

all the saints, and for this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for 

you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the God of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of 

wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with 

the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope 

to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 

inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable 

greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the 

working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in Christ 

when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand 

in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power 

and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in 

this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things 

under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the 

church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

 

A: The word of the Lord.   

 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

* Gospel                                  Luke 24:44-53 

 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 24th chapter. 

   

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
        
44[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my 

words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that 

everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and 

the psalms must be fulfilled.”45Then he opened their minds to 
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understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, 

that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 

day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 

proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And see, I am 

sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the 

city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

  50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his 

hands, he blessed them. 51While he was blessing them, he 

withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they 

worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53and 

they were continually in the temple blessing God. 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.  

 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ.   

       

 

Sermon - The Reverend Susan D. Ruggles 

 

 

Hymn of the Day -   ELW # 393   

 

“A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing! 

 

1 A hymn of glory let us sing! 

New hymns throughout the world shall ring: 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 Christ, by a road before untrod, 

 ascends unto the throne of God. 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

 



 

 

15 

 

2 The holy apostolic band 

 upon the Mount of Olives stand, 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 and with his faithful foll'wers see 

 their Lord ascend in majesty. 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

3 To whom the shining angels cry, 

 "Why stand and gaze upon the sky?" 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 "This is the Savior!" thus they say, 

 "this is his glorious triumph day!" 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

4 "You see him now, ascending high 

 up to the portals of the sky." 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 "Hereafter Jesus you shall see 

 returning in great majesty." 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

5 O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 

 all praise to you let earth accord: 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 You are, while endless ages run, 

 with Father and with Spirit one. 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  
 
Text: Bede, 673-735; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship 

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
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* Prayers of Intercession 

 

A:  Let us pray.  Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing 

church, plant your word in the hearts of all.  Strengthen the bonds 

among all your people so that the world may live in peace. Hear 

us, O God. 

 
C:  Your mercy is great. 

 

A:  Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills 

sing for joy. Fill the earth with your love so that by their song, all 

creatures of land and sea and sky, burrowing and soaring, may call 

us to join with them in praise.  Hear us, O God. 

 
C:  Your mercy is great. 

 

A:  Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. 

Be present with those who are sick or suffering.  Provide for those 

needing homes or medical care and all in need including those we 

mention on our prayer list…. and those we name aloud or in our 

hearts . . .. Hear us, O God. 

 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

 

A:  Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. 

Bless mothers and mothering people in our lives. Comfort those 

who miss their mothers, mothers who grieve, those who grieve 

because they cannot be mothers, and those who have never known 

a loving mother. Hear us, O God. 

 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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A:  In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, 

trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

 

C:  Amen. 

 

 

* The Sharing of the Peace 

 

(remain seated and gesture a sign of peace to those around you.) 

 

P: Peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Special Music                                  - Jim Heck & Karla Lake 
 

* Presentation of Gifts              (Please join in speaking.)  

 

“Let the Vineyards be Fruitful” 
 

C:  Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 

that we may be fed with the bread of life. 

Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; 

unite them with the prayers we offer. 

Grace our table with your presence, 

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
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*Offering Prayer               

 

P:  Let us pray.  Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. 

Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to 

new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise 

you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

 

C:  Amen.  

 

*Great Thanksgiving   (Congregation sing response quietly.) 
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*Preface             (Pastor  continues . . .)  

 

P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 

time and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus 

Christ; who enthroned forever at your right hand, intercedes for us 

as our great high priest.  And so with Mary Magdalene and Peter 

and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all 

their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and 

Seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:   

 

C:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the 

highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

 

 

Communion Form                         (Pastor continues …  )  
 

*Lord’s Prayer   
   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Holy Communion - If you are baptized and believe that it is the 

real blood and body of Christ, we welcome you at the Lord’s table 

here at St. John’s. 
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*Please remain seated, communion 

will be offered to you in your pew.  

 (Please ask for gluten free or grape juice if necessary.)  

 

 

Communion Music       “ Hymn Medley” 

 

* Prayer after Communion  
 

P:  Let us pray.  Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put 

gladness in our hearts, Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send 

us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of 

all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

*Blessing 

 

P:  May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and 

to love the risen Lord Jesus.   

 

The God of life, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, (+) bless you now 

and forever. 

 

C:  Amen. 
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*Dismissal               

   

P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

 

C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

P:  Go in peace.  Share the good news.  Alleluia! 

 

C:  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 

 

 

(Please remain in your seat until the candles have been 

extinguished and the Pastor has left the Sanctuary.) 

 

 

Postlude      
 
 
 

 
 
 
Some parts of worship are from SundaysandSeasons.com  © 2020 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights 

reserved.  Reprinted and streamed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies, Annual 
License #SAS003368. 

 
Permission to reprint and stream “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!”  (ELW #393, Text © 1978 

Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress; Music: public domain) in this service has 
been obtained from OneLicense, license #A722086  All rights reserved. 

 
Permission to reprint and stream “Baptized in Water” (ELW #456, Text: Michael Saward, © 1982 
by Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Co, Carol Stream, IL 60188; Music: public domain; 

Arr: © 2006 Augsburg Fortress) in this service has been obtained from OneLicense, license  
#A722086.  All rights reserved. 

http://sundaysandseasons.com/
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Thank you to our Worship Volunteers . . . 
 

Worship Assistant – Roger Ruggles 

Ushers – Michelle Fritzo / Bob Black 

Reader – Wayne Docker 

Altar Guild – Joyce Petty / Connie Garr 

 

  

This Week at St. John’s:   May 16th – May 23rd 
    
Today – Worship, 10:30 am, “Ascension of Our Lord” 
 
Today – Property Meeting, after worship – Office 
 
Today – Outreach Meeting, 12:00 pm – Chapel 
 
Today – Outdoor Social Hour, after worship – Parking Lot 
 
Today – Geranium Deadline 
 
Tuesday – Bible Study – “Mark”, 5:30 pm - Chapel  
  
Thursday –Bible Study – “The Epistles”, 5:30 pm - Chapel   
 
Sunday – Worship, “Pentecost”, 10:30 am – Sanctuary 
 
Sunday – Spiritual Life Meeting, Following Worship - Chapel 

 
 
 

 

Altar Flowers are presented in loving memory of my 
mother Joyce Powell by Joyce Wolfinger 
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Please join us in thanking Jim Heck and Karla 
Lake for sharing their special music with us 

today! 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Attendance: 5/9/21 –48 people 
 

Last Sunday's Envelope / Plate Offering: $1,878.00 

Weekly amount needed to reach our Budget: $2,255.00 

Year to Date Envelope / Plate Offering: $103,626.00 

Year to Date amount needed to reach our 

Budget: 

$115,005.00 

TODAY 

Outdoor – Social Hour  

May 16th – After Worship  

Join us for Refreshments and 

Fellowship! 
 

 

Summer Worship Hours:   Beginning June 6th.   Please Join us at 9:30 am. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

24 

Let us  
Landry James Fink,  

Into the Sacrament of Baptism.    
 
 

 
 

Protect this tiny baby 

blessed by you today, 

Guide these tiny feet  

to follow in your way! 

~ 
 

Parents:   Alison Fink & Shawn Fink 

Sponsors:  Megan Heck & Ian Heck 


