Welcome to Worship
at

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
a reconciling in Christ congregation

Christ the King / Harvest Home Celebration
November 20, 2022

10:30 am

Pastor: The Reverend Susan D. Ruggles
Vicar: Vanessa Storlie
Director of Music: Jessica Madow
330 Ferry Street; Easton, PA 18042-4500
Phone: 610-258-6119
E-mail: Admin@stjohnseaston.org
www.stjohnseaston.org

Statement of Welcome
There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free,
there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ
Jesus.—Galatians 3:28
As a community of God striving to be open to all people, we at St.
John’s Lutheran Congregation believe that the gospel is God’s gift
to all people, to be shared unconditionally. We welcome all to join
us as we struggle to better understand the mysteries of God’s
teachings. We are challenged by Christ to care for, to love, to
understand, and to listen to each other, regardless of race, age,
gender, marital status, physical and mental abilities,
sexual/affectional orientation, national origin or economic status.
We celebrate together our unity as God’s people. St. John’s
Lutheran Congregation is a place for each person to shine in their
own unique gifts.

Statement of Mission
St. John’s Lutheran Church is a downtown, community-oriented,
congregation of Christians. We worship God, strive to welcome
and wholly accept everyone, and reach out with and in God’s love.

~
Communion is a time we invite all baptized Christians who believe
that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the bread and wine of the
Sacrament. If this is your belief, there are instructions to follow at the time
of Communion later in the bulletin.

Nursery – A staffed nursery person is available in the nursery
following Children’s Chat . . .

Service Notes – * (asterisk) indicates, please stand as you are able.
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Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Announcements
Prelude

“Glory to God” (from ELW setting 1)
Sung by the Wittenberg Choir

*Thanksgiving for Baptism
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living
water, the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation.
C: Amen.
P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with
God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
(Water is poured into the font.)
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit
moved over the waters and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his
family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into
freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the
Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
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We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all
we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your
forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
C: Amen

Gathering Hymn
ELW # 693 “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”

*Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*Kyrie

page 147
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*Canticle of Praise

page 149
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*Prayer of the Day
A: Let us pray. O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and
to know you is unending joy. We worship you, we glorify you, we
give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us,
and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading

Jeremiah 23:1-6

1

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my
pasture! says the LORD. 2Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of
Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you
who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you
have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil
doings, says the LORD. 3Then I myself will gather the remnant of
my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will
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bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and
multiply. 4I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd
them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall
any be missing, says the LORD.
5

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise
up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and
deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the
land. 6In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety.
And this is the name by which he will be called: “The LORD is our
righteousness.”
A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm

46

(please read responsively)

1

God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
2

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
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though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
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There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
5

God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.
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6

The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.
7

The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
8

Come now, regard the works of the LORD,
what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
9

behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields
with fire.
“Be still, then, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the
earth.”
10

11

The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Second Reading

Colossians 1:11-20

11

May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his
glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure everything
with patience, while joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father, who has
enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the
light. 13He has rescued us from the power of darkness and
transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom we
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
15

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation; 16for in him all things in heaven and on earth were
created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions
or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and
for him. 17He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold
9

together. 18He is the head of the body, the church; he is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to
have first place in everything. 19For in him all the fullness of God
was pleased to dwell, 20and through him God was pleased to
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by
making peace through the blood of his cross.
A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel

Luke 23:33-43

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 23rd chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
33

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they
crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one
on his left. 34⟦Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do
not know what they are doing.”⟧ And they cast lots to divide his
10

clothing. 35And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders
scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he
is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36The soldiers also
mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 37and saying,
“If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also
an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”
39
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him
and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and
us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God,
since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we
indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we
deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing
wrong.” 42Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into
your kingdom.” 43He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be
with me in Paradise.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Chat
Sermon:

The Reverend Susan D. Ruggles

Hymn of the Day –

(following page)

ACS #952 “The Reign of God, like Farmer’s Field”
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*Nicene Creed
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and
became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father.
12

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession
A: Let us pray. We give thanks for the church in every land.
Sustain the faithful with your living word. Inspire your people to
give generously to those searching for hospitality and call us into a
more charitable way of living. Lord, in your mercy,
C: Receive our prayer.
A: We give thanks for the earth. Bring forth plentiful harvests
and renew our commitment to share abundantly. Preserve the
lands and waters that bring nourishment. Lord, in your mercy,
C: Receive our prayer.
A: We give thanks for all who provide for others. Sustain all
those who help in their efforts. Provide homes, food, employment,
and medical care to all who are struggling, including those we
mention on our prayer list, . . . and those we name aloud or in our
hearts . . . Lord, in your mercy,
C: Receive our prayer.
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A: We give thanks for this congregation and those who plan and
participate in worship. Guide your leaders in their creation of
meaningful experiences. Instill in us a sense of joy and wonder
when we come to worship you. Lord, in your mercy,
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A: Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to
you; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.

* The Sharing of the Peace
(please remain in your seats and gesture a sign
of peace to those around you.)
P: The Peace of the Lord be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

(Ushers now proceed forward to receive the offering plates from
the Altar and begin to pass them through the pews.)

Offertory

“Christ Is the King!” by G. Bell & M. Vulpius
Sung by the Wittenberg Choir
14

*Presentation of Gifts
(Ushers now bring the offering plates forward.)

*Offertory Hymn
ELW #184 “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”
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*Offering Prayer
A: Let us pray. Blessed are you, Maker of all things. As you have
entrusted us with all that you have created, now gather our gifts,
nourish us with this sacrament, and send us to those who hunger
and thirst, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior.
C: Amen

*Great Thanksgiving

* Preface
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(Pastor continues . . .)
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*Holy, Holy, Holy
C:

page 153

*Communion Form

(Pastor continues … )

*Lord's Prayer
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
17

*Lamb of God
C:

page 154

Holy Communion - If you are baptized and believe that it is the
real blood and body of Christ, we welcome you at the Lord’s table
here at St. John’s.
*Please remain seated, communion
will be offered to you in your pew.
(Please ask for gluten free or grape juice if necessary.)
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Communion Hymns –
ELW #461 “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly”
ELW #465 “As the Grains of Wheat”
ELW #477 “I Received the Living God”

*Prayer after Communion
A: Let us pray. We give you thanks, most gracious God, that you
have fed us with the bread of heaven and given us a foretaste of
Paradise. Enliven us to be your body in the world and to serve
those who are in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*Blessing
P: The God of peace, who creates all things and calls them good,
who makes us alive in Jesus, and who breathes on us the Spirit of
hope, + bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.
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Sending Hymn
ELW # 536 “God Be with You Till We Meet Again”

Dismissal
P: Go in Peace. Be a blessing in the world.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Some parts of worship are from SundaysandSeasons.com © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted and streamed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies, Annual
License #SAS003368.
Permission to reprint/stream the following hymns has been obtained from OneLicense, license
#A722086. All rights reserved.
1. “The Reign of God, like Farmer’s Field” (ACS #952, Text: Delores Dufner © 1995, 2003
GIA Publications, Inc; Music: Samuel McFarland; Arr. © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.)
2. “Christ is the King” (RWSB #R156, Text: George Bell, copyright holder: Oxford Univ.
Press; Music: Melchior Vulpius.)
3. “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly” (ELW #461, Text: Sylvia Dunstan © 1991 GIA
Publications, Inc; Arr. © 2003 Augsburg Fortress.)
4. “As the Grains of Wheat” (ELW #465, Text and Music: Marty Haugen © 1990 GIA
Publications, Inc.)
Remaining music is from the public domain.
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Thank you to our Worship Volunteers . . .
Worship Assistant – Vicar Vanessa
Ushers – Barbara Horinko / Sue Worman
Reader – Wayne Docker
Altar Guild – Judi Kalapay & Linda Kalapay

This Week at St. John’s: November 20th – November 27th
Today (11/20/22) – Christ the King / Harvest Blessings, 10:30 am
Today (11/20/22) –Following Worship
Property Mtg – Office
Outreach Mtg – Chapel

Today (11/20/22) – Gallery Open, 12-3:00 pm
Monday (11/21/22) –Choir Practice, 1:00 pm
Tuesday (11/22/22) – Bible Study – 11:00 am, Hospitality Room
Thursday (11/24/22) – Thanksgiving – Office Closed
Friday (11/25/22) – Day after Thanksgiving – Office Closed
Sunday (11/27/22) – Advent 1 Worship, 10:30 am
Sunday (11/27/22) – Following Worship: Budget Questions for

Steve Moyer . . .Hospitality Rm

Sunday (11/27/22) – Following Worship: Rachel’s Circle
Sunday (11/27/22) – Gallery Open, 12-3:00 pm
Monday (11/28/22) – Newsletter Folding, 9:30 - Gallery
Monday (11/28/22) –Choir Practice, 1:00 pm
Wednesday (11/30/22) – Soup and Scripture, Hospt. Rm.- 6:00 pm
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Attendance:

52

Last Sunday's Envelope / Plate Offering:

$2,286.00

Weekly amount needed to reach our Budget:

$2,270.00

Year to Date Envelope / Plate Offering:

$100,820.00

Year to Date amount needed to reach our Budget:

$104,420.00

(These totals do not include special envelopes.)

______________________________________________________________
Mark your Calendars . . .
Annual Congregational Meeting
– December 4th, Following Worship
Please plan on attending this
important event.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Advent Soup and Scripture

Beginning November 30th
– Join us for a simple soup and
Advent scripture lesson on
“Angels”
6:00-8:00 pm in the Hospitality Room.
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Holiday Art Show – In the Gallery !
Come browse and shop for unique art and craft items
and gifts.
Sundays 12:00 – 3:00 pm
(the gallery is always looking for volunteers !)

–

The Membership Committee will be
providing sandwiches following the
Congregational Meeting on December
4th. Please plan on staying after the
meeting for a light lunch and
Fellowship.

The Church Office will be
closed on November 24th & 25th
for the Thanksgiving Holiday.
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We are a Praying Church !
Prayer Concerns: Bonita, Chuck, Dennis,
Deanna, Phil, Renee, Paul, Nancy, Danny, Lorraine,
Bob, Diane, Eleanor, Nicole, Carol, David, The
Hauber Family, Luis, Melissa, Joy, Robin, Tom, our
Homebound Family and Friends, and the Family and
Friends of Eileen McNeal.

If you have any prayer requests or needs, please let
us know, and let us pray for you.
*We invite you to take this

prayer list home and pray.

*Prayer Requests can be added by contacting the
church office at 610-258-6119 or email
Admin@stjohnseaston.org, or by filling out a
request from the pew cards.
(Requested will be removed at the beginning of the
following month unless notified.)

After the service, please join us in the Gallery
for fellowship and light refreshments.
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