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The worship service is a way in which faith
and life in the congregation is a witness to
what we know to be the truth, the love of
God for all people. There are many parts of
the worship service that lends itself to
illustrate this meaning. In the next few
weeks during worship, I hope to continue to
discuss such illustrations of a worship service and how they might
help us to understand witness. (If you are receiving this
newsletter and not able to attend worship, either look online for
the additional articles or contact the church office.)

The church year focuses on the life, death and resurrection of
Jesus and each part of the liturgical calendar has a specific
emphasis. The basic structure for each week’s worship service of
Gathering, Word, Meal and Sending continue to reflect the theme.
The readings, the weekly prayers, the hymns most likely will also
reflect the theme. Additional pieces of worship including the
words of the liturgy and the paraments encourage the continuity
of the season. The church year begins at Advent (4 weeks
counting backwards from Christmas) coming from the Latin word
that means ‘arrival’. Advent reminds us of the beginning of the
arrival of Christ and during Advent, one theme to the biblical
readings is the second coming of Christ.
Some of the traditions for worship during advent at St. John’s
include the Advent wreath where we light a candle for each of
the four Sundays of Advent. We try to sing a variety of Advent
hymns. At one of the Sundays, this year Advent 3 (December
16), the Sunday school youth will present a pageant as a message
looking ahead to the meaning of Christmas. On Advent 4, the day
before Christmas Eve, the children are invited to wear their
pajamas! A traditional that says ‘it doesn’t matter what you wear,
ever, God loves you’. On Christmas Eve, a most holy day,
children are encouraged to wear their finest and all will enjoy the
festival music, candle lights and gifts.
During Advent, the arrival of YOUR hearts to worship God is
truly a blessing for you and for the church. Whether you worship
at home or come to church, feel enriched by the traditions and the
liturgy that point to the love of Jesus Christ!

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS for December-10:30 AM

SNOW?

If it snows on a Sunday, the
Worship at St. John’s will not be
cancelled.
If you can walk, join us. If you do
not feel safe driving,
please stay home and join us
with your prayers knowing we
are still worshiping and praising
God together.

Birthdays and Anniversaries for December
12/4
12/10
12/11
12/16
12/14
12/17
12/20
12/21
12/24
12/26
12/27
12/31

Brendan Betts
Elda Peil
Elijah Mack
Susan Deonis
Diana Tigar
Sharon Rabuck
John Fritchman
Gloria Macher
Jim Kressler
Russell Howey
Janet Sigafoos
Elizabeth Transue

Howard & Beverly Lewis
12/19
Curtis & MariAn Olson
12/30

Attention Committee Chairs and
Congregational Officers

Your written report to the Congregation in the Annual Report
covering activity during 2018 is due into the Church Office no
later than January 4, 2019.

December Altar Guild: Lois Anne Calloway, Sue Glenn
December Fellowship Hour:
Dec. 2
First Sunday of Advent
Acolyte:
Jahsai Mack
Ushers:
Robert Black, Victor Unks
Worship Assistant:
Steve Moyer
Reader:
Monica Weiss-Nolen
Communion Assistants: Joyce Petty, Roger Ruggles
Gallery Attendants:
Steve Remel, Curtis Olson

Dec. 9
Second Sunday of Advent
Acolyte:
Jonas Orange
Ushers:
Lois Anne Calloway, Patsy Woodson
Worship Assistant:
Thomas Neel
Reader:
Chuck Lewis
Communion Assistants: Vicar M. Danielle Bosdell, Sue Glenn
Gallery Attendants:
MariAn Olson, Ilsa Von Lang
Dec . 16
Third Sunday of Advent
Acolyte:
Logan Weber
Ushers:
Wayne Docker, Phyllis Schurz
Worship Assistant:
Jim Heck
Reader:
Robert Black
Communion Assistants: Carolyn Moyer, Steve Moyer
Gallery Attendants:
Pamalee LaDuca, Joseph LaDuca
Dec. 23
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Acolyte:
Tara Fogle
Ushers:
Charles Hanson, Loretta Heck
Worship Assistant:
Christopher Orem
Reader:
Ian Heck
Communion Assistants: Barb McCoy, Les McCoy
Gallery Attendants:
Chris Swan, Linda Kalapay

Dec. 24
Christmas Eve
Acolytes:
Aaron Howey, Logan Weber
Ushers:
Chuck Lewis, Patsy Woodson
Worship Assistant:
Vicar Danielle Bosdell
Reader:
Katie Fritchman
Communion Assistants: Rob Smith, Joyce Petty

Dec. 30 First Sunday of Christmas
Acolyte:
Eva Seiple
Ushers:
Victor Unks, Lois Anne Calloway
Worship Assistant:
Roger Ruggles
Reader:
Cindy Black
Communion Assistants: Joyce Petty, Sue Glenn
Gallery:
Steve Remel, Curtis Olson

Please note:
The church office will be closed on Dec. 25. and Dec. 31, Jan. 1
If you have a pastoral emergency,
contact Pastor Sue Ruggles at 610-253-7878.

Liturgical colors and Gospel readings
Dec. 2

First Sunday of Advent/color: blue
Luke 21: 25– 36

Dec. 9

Second Sun. of Advent/color: blue
Luke 3:1-6

Dec. 16

Third Sunday of Advent/color: blue
Luke 3: 7-18
Sunday school Pageant at 10:30

Dec. 23

Fourth Sun of Advent/color: blue
Luke 1: 39-45

Dec. 24

FESTIVAL Christmas Eve/white
Luke 2: 1-20
7:00 PM worship

Dec. 30

First Sunday of Christmas/white
Luke 2: 41-52

Please come to an Advent
Bible Study on Tuesday
Nights at the home of Pastor
And Roger Ruggles,
1160 W Lafayette Street.
Three weeks during Advent
Dec. 4, 11, 18
5:30 begins the soup/light meal
And we study until 7:00.
The Tuesday group will continue once a month
starting in January with the Thirsty Christians. A
simple Bible study, in a home, with adult beverages
and a light snack.

—You and your family are invited to the Sunday
school pageant on December 16th.
—December 23 after worship, decorating the
nave; putting up the tree and candles
—Christmas Eve, 7:00 PM festival service with
candle lighting, Silent Night, and special music!
—Dec. 30 is a Christmas carol sing!

The Gallery at St. John’s
Art for your Appreciation and Purchase

Note from the Treasurer

With this newsletter we are quickly
approaching the end of another
year. (Where does the time go?)
Thank you to all for sharing
financially God’s blessing. With the expectation of
the December offerings, we have had a fruitful 2018.
A couple of notes as the year comes to an end to be
sure your offering is shared within the year you
desire.
Checks written in December 2018 and placed in
the offering during December 2018 will be
reported as a 2018 contribution.
Checks written in December 2018 and placed in
the offering during January 2019 will be
reported as a 2019 contribution.
Checks written in January 2019 but backdated
to December 2018 and placed in the offering
during January 2019 will be reported as a
2019 contribution.
Checks written in December 2018, mailed in
December 2018, and postmarked in
December 2018, even if received in the
office in January 2019 will be reported as a
2018 contribution.
Checks written in December 2018, mailed in
2018, but postmarked in January 2019 will
be reported as a 2019 contribution. Note: If
mailing your contribution, be aware of the
Post Office weekends and holidays to be
sure you receive the 2018 postmark.

HOLIDAY ART SHOW
through December 16

CLOSING RECEPTION
Sunday, December 16 from 12-3 pm
with ARTIST TALKS at 12:30 pm
The HOLIDAY ART SHOW features fine art and fine art crafts by
several local artists and artisans. You will find original works of art
and assorted handcrafts. Here is an opportunity for you to select
unique Christmas gifts for those very special people on your gift list –
family, friends, teachers, for hostess gifts and more.
Visit the gallery Sundays from 12:00 to 3:00 pm and
Weekdays by appointment.

Coming in January/February 2019: RUST ENTWINED, an exhibit
featuring photography of Bethlehem Steel rust and watercolor
paintings of Historic Bethlehem and the Steel Stacks.

Poinsetta for Christmas Eve
Poinsettias add to the beauty of the Christmas eve service. The
plant that you order may be picked up after the Christmas Eve
service or sometime the week after Christmas.
Dedications and memorials will be part of the bulletin at the
Christmas Eve service. The deadline for ordering is Dec. 17th.
Please fill out one form for each plant.

Name:
Phone:

Again, thank you for your financial support of St.
John’s mission and ministry. Wishing you a blessed
Advent and Christmas tide.

Payment ($8.00 per plant): I would like _____ plants and have
enclosed _____. (Each plant ordered may receive a dedication).
My dedication can read as follows: (use additional paper if
necessary)
___________________________________________________

—Steve Moyer

___________________________________________________

St. John’s Staff, Church Council

From the Outreach Committee…..
Highlighted items for December:
ProJeCt of Easton food bank– we are the “Rice” Church – any type of rice.

MEALS ON WHEELS of Northampton County: lap robes, scarfs,
gloves, stamps, woolen hats, stationary, socks and toiletries, such as
lotions and other items.
`
Safe Harbor shelter: foods, adult packages of socks and underwear

Office Phone (9 AM—3 PM)

610-258-6119

E-mail stjohnseaston@gmail.com
Website
www:stjohnseaston.org
For Newsletter info: stjohnseastonnewsletter@gmail.com

The Staff wishes everyone a Merry
Christmas and a Blessed New Year!!

Thank you for your support of these programs.

Advent Benevolence
Third Street Alliance for Women and Children
Third Street Alliance for Women and Children is a non-profit
organization located at 41 N. 3rd Street in downtown Easton. Its
mission is to improve the quality of life for members of the
community, with special emphasis on women and children.
They offer affordable childcare at the learning center, shelter
facility for women and children and Tae Kwon Do classes.
If you would like to support this agency, please put a donation it
in an envelope and put it in the offering plate marked ’St Street
Alliance” or send it to the church office with the same note.
For more information, please call Third Street Alliance at 610258-6271 or check on their website www.thirdstreetalliance.org.

Want to help wrap presents
of children whose Parent is
incarcerated? Come to the
Inside/Out Wrapping event
on Friday, December 14 at
6:00 PM in the social hall.
Help is also needed to pick
up the gifts from Toys for
Tots that morning. Contact
Pastor.

Annual Fall Congregation meeting is on December 2 after the worship service. On the agenda
is the 2019 budget and electing new council
members. The Membership Committee will provide sandwiches in the gallery after the meeting.
We thank all council members for their service.
Blaze Horinko, Phyllis Schurz and Rober Smith
will be stepping down from council. Your new
slate is Aaron Howey, Judi Kalapay, Curt Olson,
Larry Transue.

