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Statement of Welcome
There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free,
there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ
Jesus.—Galatians 3:28
As a community of God striving to be open to all people, we at St.
John’s Lutheran Congregation believe that the gospel is God’s gift
to all people, to be shared unconditionally. We welcome all to join
us as we struggle to better understand the mysteries of God’s
teachings. We are challenged by Christ to care for, to love, to
understand, and to listen to each other, regardless of race, age,
gender, marital status, physical and mental abilities,
sexual/affectional orientation, national origin or economic status.
We celebrate together our unity as God’s people. St. John’s
Lutheran Congregation is a place for each person to shine in their
own unique gifts.

Statement of Mission
St. John’s Lutheran Church is a downtown, community-oriented,
congregation of Christians. We worship God, strive to welcome
and wholly accept everyone, and reach out with and in God’s love.

Communion is a time we invite all baptized Christians who
believe that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the bread and wine of
the Sacrament. If this is your belief, YOU ARE WELCOME to
participate in Communion. There are instructions to follow at the
time of Communion later in the bulletin.
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Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Announcements
Prelude

“St. Columba” (Tune: Irish trad.)

*Confession and Forgiveness
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another. . . Most merciful God,
C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.
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*Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*Kyrie

(Congregation please quietly sing parts in bold)
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*Canticle of Praise

(congregation sing quietly after 1st line)
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*Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray. O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you
seek the lost and guide us into your fold. Feed us, and we shall be
satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading

Acts 4:5-12
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The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in
Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and
Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When
they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired,
“By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter,
filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and
elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to
someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been
healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of
Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God
raised from the dead. 11This Jesus is
‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;
it has become the cornerstone.’
12
There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.”
A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 23

(Spoken responsively)

1

The LORD is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
2

The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
3

You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
4

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I
shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
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You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
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Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my
life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

Second Reading

1 John 3:16-24
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We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for
us—and we ought to lay down our lives for one another. 17How
does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and
sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?
18
Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth
and action. 19And by this we will know that we are from the truth
and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our hearts
condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows
everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have
boldness before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask,
because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him.
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23

And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the
name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has
commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments abide in him,
and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us,
by the Spirit that he has given us.
A: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

* Gospel

John 10:11-18

P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 10th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life
for the sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does
not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and
runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The
hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the
sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own
know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father.
And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do
not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen
to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this
reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to
take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my
own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take
it up again. I have received this command from my Father.”
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P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sermon - The Reverend Susan D. Ruggles
Hymn of the Day - ELW # 588

(please sing quietly)

“There's a Wideness in God's Mercy”
1

There's a wideness in God's mercy,
like the wideness of the sea;
there's a kindness in God's justice
which is more than liberty.
There is no place where earth's sorrows
are more felt than up in heav'n.
There is no place where earth's failings
have such kindly judgment giv'n.

2

There is welcome for the sinner,
and a promised grace made good;
there is mercy with the Savior;
there is healing in his blood.
There is grace enough for thousands
of new worlds as great as this;
there is room for fresh creations
in that upper home of bliss.

3

For the love of God is broader
than the measures of our mind;
and the heart of the Eternal
is most wonderfully kind.
But we make this love too narrow
by false limits of our own;
and we magnify its strictness
with a zeal God will not own.
(continued on next page)
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4

'Tis not all we owe to Jesus;
it is something more than all:
greater good because of evil,
larger mercy through the fall.
Make our love, O God, more faithful;
let us take you at your word,
and our lives will be thanksgiving
for the goodness of the Lord.

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt.

*Apostles’ Creed
C:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

* Prayers of Intercession
A: Let us pray. Loving Shepherd, you know your own and your
own know you. Your voice calls us to your loving embrace.
Strengthen your church throughout the world that we bear witness
to your expansive love. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
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A: Gracious Shepherd, you are generous with the gifts of
goodness and mercy. Restore your creation to wholeness so that all
may abound with life. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: Abiding Shepherd, let your love flow as we reach out to those
around us. Move us with your Spirit, so that we lay down our lives
for all those in need of your attention including those we mention
on our prayer list…. and those we name aloud or in our hearts . . ..
Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: Saving Shepherd, you restore us to wholeness. Help us and
give us vigor as a people of faith. In the midst of both challenges
and opportunities, fill us with the Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A: In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you,
trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

* The Sharing of the Peace
(remain seated and gesture a sign of peace to those around you.)
P: Peace be with you.
C: And also with you.
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Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*Great Thanksgiving (Congregation sing response quietly.)

*Preface

(Pastor continues . . .)

P: It is indeed right, and salutary that we should at all time and in
all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father,
almighty and ever living God. But chiefly are we bound to praise
you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for he is the true
Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by this
death has destroyed death and by his rising has brought us to
eternal life. And so with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the
witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the
highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

(Pastor continues … )

Communion Form
*Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Holy Communion - If you are baptized and believe that it is the
real blood and body of Christ, we welcome you at the Lord’s table
here at St. John’s.
*Please remain seated, communion
will be offered to you in your pew.
(Please ask for gluten free or grape juice if necessary.)

Communion Music

“ Hymn Medley”
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* Prayer after Communion
P: Let us pray. Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put
gladness in our hearts, Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send
us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of
all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*Blessing
P: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and
to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, (+) bless you now
and forever.
C: Amen.

*Dismissal
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude

“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing (Tune: Welsh trad.)
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Thank you to our Worship Volunteers . . .
Worship Assistant – Chris Orem
Ushers – Michelle Fritzo / Jacob Ruggles
Reader – Nadine Anderson
Altar Guild – Sylvia Orem / Barbara Horinko

Mark your Calendars:
Today – Worship, 10:30 am, Sanctuary
4/27/21 – Bible Study – “Mark”, 5:30 pm - Chapel
4/29/21 – Bible Study – “The Epistles”, 5:30 pm - Chapel
5/1/21 – Youth –“Scavenger Hunt/Adventure Walk”, 1:00 pm
5/2/21 – Finance Meeting, after worship, Office

Altar Flowers are presented in loving honor and
memory of my family by Ilsa VonLang

Some parts of worship are from SundaysandSeasons.com, © 2020 Augsburg
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted and streamed by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies, Annual License #SAS003368.
All other music is from the public domain and arranged by J. Madow.
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