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Statement of Welcome
There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free,
there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ
Jesus.—Galatians 3:28
As a community of God striving to be open to all people, we at St.
John’s Lutheran Congregation believe that the gospel is God’s gift
to all people, to be shared unconditionally. We welcome all to join
us as we struggle to better understand the mysteries of God’s
teachings. We are challenged by Christ to care for, to love, to
understand, and to listen to each other, regardless of race, age,
gender, marital status, physical and mental abilities,
sexual/affectional orientation, national origin or economic status.
We celebrate together our unity as God’s people. St. John’s
Lutheran Congregation is a place for each person to shine in their
own unique gifts.

Statement of Mission
St. John’s Lutheran Church is a downtown, community-oriented,
congregation of Christians. We worship God, strive to welcome
and wholly accept everyone, and reach out with and in God’s love.

Communion is a time we invite all baptized Christians who
believe that our Lord Jesus is truly present in the bread and wine of
the Sacrament. If this is your belief, YOU ARE WELCOME to
participate in Communion. There are instructions to follow at the
time of Communion later in the bulletin.
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Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Announcements
Prelude

“Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing”
(Music: T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789)

*Confession and Forgiveness
A: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen.
A: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
A: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another. . . Most merciful God,
C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.
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*Greeting
A: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*Kyrie

(Congregation please quietly sing parts in bold)
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*Canticle of Praise

(congregation sing quietly after 1st line)
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*Prayer of the Day
A: Let us pray. Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our
Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of Christ among us, enable us to
show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading

Acts 4:32-35

32

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart
and soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any
possessions, but everything they owned was held in
common. 33With great power the apostles gave their testimony to
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them
all. 34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as
owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what
was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed
to each as any had need.
A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 133: 1 - 3

(Spoken responsively)

1

How good and how pleasant it is,
when kindred live together in unity!
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It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard,
upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe.
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It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion.
For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life forevermore.

Second Reading

1 John 1:1--2:2

1

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have
heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at
and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—2this life
was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to
you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to
us—3we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you
also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with
the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these
things so that our joy may be complete.
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This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to
you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we
say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in
darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the
light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If
we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will
forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we
say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is
not in us.
2:1

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you
may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice
for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole
world.
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A: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

* Gospel

John 20:19-31

A: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 20th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
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When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and
the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the
Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father
has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed
on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the
sins of any, they are retained.”
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But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve,
was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told
him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see
the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”
26
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but
believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus
said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to
believe.”
30

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his
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disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these are written
so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son
of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
A: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Homily: Steve Moyer
Hymn of the Day - ELW #384
That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright
1

That Easter day with joy was bright;
the sun shone out with fairer light
when, to their longing eyes restored,
th'apostles saw their risen Lord!

2

O Jesus, king of gentleness,
with constant love our hearts possess;
to you our lips will ever raise
the tribute of our grateful praise.

3

O Christ, you are the Lord of all
in this our Easter festival,
for you will be our strength and shield
from ev'ry weapon death can wield.

4

All praise, O risen Lord, we give
to you, once dead, but now alive!
To God the Father equal praise,
and God the Spirit, now we raise!

Text: Latin hymn, 5th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
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*Apostles’ Creed
C:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven
and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

* Prayers of Intercession
A: Let us pray. You shower your church with grace, O God.
Unite the whole church on earth, so that with one heart it testifies
to the resurrection of Jesus Christ with power and love. Hear us, O
God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: You proclaim the blessing of life forevermore. Give your
whole creation the promise of new life. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
A: You place within the heart of the church a spirit of sharing.
Give us the power of your generous Spirit, that we provide for the
needs of others. Announce your peace to those who are lonely,
hurting, suffering, or afraid including those we mention on our
prayer list…. and those we name aloud or in our hearts . . .. Hear
us, O God.
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C: Your mercy is great.
A: You give us fellowship with one another. Shine the light of the
risen Christ in our life together, so that we live in love for one
another and our joy may be complete. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A: In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you,
trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

* The Sharing of the Peace (remain in our seats)
A: Peace be with you.
C: And also with you
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Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*Great Thanksgiving (Congregation sing response quietly.)

*Preface

(Leader continues . . .)

A: When our congregation gathered for the celebration of Holy
Communion, we heard again the story of God’s mighty acts and of
the love shown us in the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ. With thanksgiving we remembered that “in the night in
which he was betrayed, he took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

13

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.”
We were given assurance of our Lord’s presence through the gift
of his Holy Spirit. Now we share this same bread of life and this
same cup of blessing, that we may be strengthened through our
participation in the body of Christ.
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the
highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

(Leader continues … )
Jesus said, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not
hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.”
Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Communion Form

*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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Holy Communion - If you are baptized and believe that it is the
real blood and body of Christ, we welcome you at the Lord’s table
here at St. John’s.
*Please remain seated, communion
will be offered to you in your pew.
(Please ask for gluten free or grape juice if necessary.)

Communion Music

“ Hymn Medley”

* Prayer after Communion
A: Let us pray. Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put
gladness in our hearts, Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send
us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of
all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*Blessing
A: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know
and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, (+) bless you now
and forever.
C: Amen.
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*Dismissal
A: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
A: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice & Sing!”
(Music: Melchior Vulpius, 1570-1615)

Some parts of worship are from SundaysandSeasons.com, © 2020 Augsburg
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted and streamed by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies, Annual License #SAS003368.
All other music is from the public domain and arranged by J. Madow.
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