
Welcome to Worship 
 

at 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
a reconciling in Christ congregation 

 

May 19, 2024                            10:30 am 

 

Interim Pastor:  The Rev. Mike Button  

Director of Music:  Jessica Madow 

 

330 Ferry Street; Easton, PA  18042-4500 

Phone: 610-258-6119      
 

E-mail :  Admin@stjohnseaston.org 

www.stjohnseaston.org 

        

http://www.stjohnseaston.org/
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Statement of Welcome 
 

There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is 

no longer male and female;  

for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.  —  Galatians 3:28 

 
As a community of God striving to be open to all people, we at St. John’s 

Lutheran Congregation believe that the gospel is God’s gift to all people, 

to be shared unconditionally. We welcome all to join us as we struggle to 

better understand the mysteries of God’s teachings. We are challenged 

by Christ to care for, to love, to understand, and to listen to each other, 

regardless of race, age, gender, marital status, physical and mental 

abilities, sexual/affectional orientation, national origin, or economic 

status. We celebrate together our unity as God’s people. 

St. John’s Lutheran Congregation is a place for each person to  

shine in their own unique gifts. 

 

Statement of Mission 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a downtown, community-oriented, 

congregation of Christians. We worship God, strive to welcome, and 

wholly accept everyone, and reach out with and in God’s love. 
 

~ 
 

Communion is a time we invite all baptized Christians who believe that 

our Lord Jesus is truly present in the bread and wine of the Sacrament. If 

this is your belief, there are instructions to follow at the time of 

Communion later in the bulletin. 
 
 
Service Notes:  

 (asterisk) indicates, please stand as you are able. 

 Page # indicates the front of the hymnal is used . . . 

 Hymn # indicates the back of the Hymnal is used . . . 

Hymn Book Abbreviations:  

ELW – Evangelical Lutheran Worship Book 

WOV – With One Voice 

ACS – All Creation Sings 
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Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

 
Welcome 
 

Prelude       “Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling”   arr. J.Madow 

 

 

*Call to Worship        (as sung by the Wittenburg Choir) 
 

 

*Gathering Hymn                                  
 
          ELW # 396  “Spirit of Gentleness” 
 

     

*Greeting                                                      -  page 147                     
 
 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

C:  And also with you. 
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*Dialogue                                                                           
 

P:  Come, Holy Spirit, come; 

C:  and sustain us with your gifts. 

P:  The spirit of wisdom; 

C:  Come, Holy Spirit! 

P:  The spirit of understanding; 

C:  Come, Holy Spirit! 

P:  The spirit of counsel; 

C:  Come, Holy Spirit! 

P:  The spirit of might; 

C:  Come, Holy Spirit! 

P:  The spirit of knowledge; 

C:  Come, Holy Spirit! 

P:  The spirit of the fear of the Lord; 

C:  Come, Holy Spirit! 

P:  The spirit of joy in your presence; 

C:  Come, Holy Spirit! 

P:  Come, Holy Spirit, come; 

C:  and sustain us with your gifts. 
 

 

*Canticle of Praise         “This is the Feast . . .”      -  page 149     
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*Prayer of the Day 
 

A:  Let us pray.  Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and 

your Spirit brings truth to the world. Send us this Spirit, transform 

us by your truth, and give us language to proclaim your gospel, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C:  Amen 

  
 
 
Children’s Chat 
 
 

Word 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

First Reading                                  Acts 2:1-21 

 
1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all 

together in one place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a 

sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house 

where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared 

among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them 

were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

 5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven 

living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was 

bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native 

language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not 

all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, 

each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, 



6 

 

Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 

Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 

Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 

proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear 

them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed 

and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 
13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

 14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and 

addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let 

this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are 

not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the 

morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 

 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 

 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

 and your young men shall see visions, 

  and your old men shall dream dreams. 

 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

   and they shall prophesy. 

 19And I will show portents in the heaven above 

  and signs on the earth below, 

   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

 20The sun shall be turned to darkness 

  and the moon to blood, 

   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 

 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be 

saved.’ ” 

 

A:  The Word of the Lord.                 

 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
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Responsive Reading:                                   Psalm 104:24-35b 

 
24How manifold are your works, O LORD! 

In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your 

creatures. 

  
25Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too many 

to number, 

living things both small and great. 

  
26There go the ships to and fro, 

and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it. 

  
27All of them look to you 

to give them their food in due season.  

  
28You give it to them; they gather it; 

you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 

  
29When you hide your face, they are terrified; 

when you take away their breath, they die and return to their 

dust. 

  
30You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; 

and so you renew the face of the earth. 

  
31May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 

O LORD, rejoice in all your works.  

  
32You look at the earth and it trembles; 

you touch the mountains and they smoke. 

  
33I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; 

I will praise my God while I have my being. 
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34May these words of mine please God. 

I will rejoice in the LORD. 

  
35bBless the LORD, O my soul. 

Hallelujah!  

 

Second Reading                       Romans 8:22-27 

 
22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor 

pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who 

have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for 

adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were 

saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what 

is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it 

with patience. 

 26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not 

know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with 

sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the heart, 

knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes 

for the saints according to the will of God. 

 

A:  The Word of the Lord.                 

 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

*Gospel Acclamation          “Alleluia”                   -  page 151 
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* Gospel                                                 John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to John, the 15th chapter. 

 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord.\ 
 

 

26“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the 

Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will 

testify on my behalf. 27You also are to testify because you have 

been with me from the beginning. 

 16:4b“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, 

because I was with you. 5But now I am going to him who sent me; 

yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6But because I 

have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. 
7Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go 

away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; 

but if I go, I will send him to you. 8And when he comes, he will 

prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 
9about sin, because they do not believe in me; 10about 

righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see 

me no longer; 11about judgment, because the ruler of this world has 

been condemned. 

 12“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear 

them now. 13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into 

all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak 

whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to 

come. 14He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and 

declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I 

said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.” 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.              

 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon – The Rev. Mike Button 

 

 

*Hymn of the Day –                              

 

ELW # 627  “O Day Full of Grace”  
 

 
 

*Nicene Creed 
 

C:    We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker 

of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

         For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and 

became truly human. 

         For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 

suffered death and was buried. 

         On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. 

          He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

         We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*who with the 

Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

   We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

   We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

   We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

the world to come. Amen. 
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*Prayers of Intercession   
 
 
A:  Let us pray.  We pray for the church universal, for its 

ministries, and for the spread of the gospel. Shower your Spirit 

upon Sunday school students, confirmands, and the newly baptized 

everywhere. God of grace, 

 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

A:  For the earth, our precious home. We give thanks for the 

diversity of plant and animal life on our planet. Empower us by 

your Spirit to be wise and faithful stewards of all you have made. 

God of grace, 

 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

A:  For the nations and those who govern. Give those in authority 

understanding hearts, that they work together to bring justice and 

peace on earth. Grant all who vote in elections wisdom and 

discernment. God of grace, 

 
C: Hear our prayer. 

 

 

A:  For those in need around the world: for victims of crimes, for 

victims of sexual abuse and exploitation, for those who are 

incarcerated. For all who suffer in any way due to sickness or 

pain including those we mention on our prayer list . . . and those 

we name aloud or in our hearts . . . God of grace, 

 

C: Hear our prayer. 
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A:  For this congregation and its ministries: for those who plan and 

lead worship, for acolytes and communion servers, for readers and 

ministers, for all who prepare and clean our worship space. May 

our worship be pleasing in your sight. God of grace, 

 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

A:  We remember the faithful departed. Give us thankful hearts for 

those who have gone before us in the faith. At the last day, breathe 

new life into our dry bones, that we might feast forever with all the 

saints in light. God of grace, 

 
C: Hear our prayer. 

 

A:  Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for 

whom we pray, trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, 

our resurrected and living Lord. 

 

C:  Amen. 

 

 

* The Sharing of the Peace         
 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.      

 

C: And also with you. 
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Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
(Ushers now proceed to the Altar to receive the offering plates...) 

Offertory    
“When You Send Forth Your Spirit”  (ACS #945) 

Sung by the Wittenberg Choir 

 

*Presentation of Gifts    (Ushers now bring the offering plates forward.)     

 

*Offertory Hymn               ELW #184  “Let the Vineyards”  
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*Offertory Prayer 
 

A:  Let us pray.  Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. 

May the gifts that we offer here be signs of your abiding love. 

Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, 

our true vine. 

 

C:  Amen 

 

*Great Thanksgiving     -  page 152 

 

* Preface    (Leader continues . . .)  

 

*Holy, Holy, Holy           - page 153 
  
*Thanksgiving at the Table  (Leader continues . . .) 
 

*Lord's Prayer     - page 154                            

 

*Lamb of God              -  page 154 

 

*Invitation to Communion   -  page 154 
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Holy Communion - If you are baptized and believe that it is the 

real blood and body of Christ, we welcome you at the Lord’s table. 

 

 
*At the invitation of the usher, please proceed to the front to receive 

communion.  Communion is also available in your pew, please let an 

usher know.  Gluten free wafers and grape juice are  
available upon request. 

 

Communion Hymns                              
 

ACS #962  “In This Feast of Love” 

                        

ACS #943  “As the Wind Song” 

                        

ACS #944  “O Spirit All-Embracing” 

 

*Table Blessing 
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*Post Communion Hymn        
 

ELW #207   " Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise" 

 

*Prayer after Communion 
  
A:  Let us pray.  Shepherding God, you have prepared a table 

before us and nourished us with your love. Send us forth from this 

banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy 

of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 

 

C: Amen. 
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Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Announcements 
 

*Blessing  
      
P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

 

C:  Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

P:  The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, 

and the Spirit of Easter hope ☩ bless you now and always. 

 

C:  Amen.  

 

 

*Sending Hymn                               
 

ELW # 400  “God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind” 

 

*Dismissal 
       

P: Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 

 

C:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

 

Postlude     
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Thank you to our Worship Volunteers . . . 
Worship Assistant– Steve Moyer 

Ushers – Nancy Ducey / Connie Garr 
Reader – Karla Lake 

Altar Guild – Joyce Petty / Connie Garr 

Video Team – Pete Lake    

This Week at St. John’s May 19th – May 26th 

Today (5/19/24) – Pentecost Sunday, 10:30 am 

Today (5/19/24) – Following Worship: Property, Office 

Today (5/19/24) – Gallery Open, 12-3:00 pm 

Monday (5/20/24) –Choir Practice, 1:00 pm 

Tuesday (5/21/24) – Bible Study, 10:00 am - Hospitality Rm. 

Wednesday (5/22/24) – Prayer Group, 11:00 am – Hospitality Rm. 

Friday (5/24/24) – Newsletter Folding, 9:30 am 

Sunday (5/26/24) – Sunday School / Adult Forum, 9:00 am 

Sunday (5/26/24) – Holy Trinity Sunday, 10:30 am 

Sunday (5/26/24) – Following Worship: Rachel’s Circle 

Sunday (5/26/24) – Gallery Open 12-3:00 pm 

Monday (5/27/24) – Office Closed – Memorial Day Holiday 

Monday (5/27/24) – No Choir (Choir will begin again in September.) 

 
 

Altar Flowers Sponsored  
“To the Glory of God” 

by the Karla & Pete Lake 
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Attendance: 64 

Last Sunday's Envelope / Plate Offering $1,355.00 

Weekly amount needed to reach our Budget: $2,126.00 

Year to Date Envelope / Plate Offering:  $37,938.00 

 

 
Prayer Concerns:  Chuck, James, Kara, Christine, Donald, 

Janice, Steve, Maria, Matt, Tammy, Carolyn, Julia, 
Charles, Rita, Donald, Terry, Jim, Shirley, 

Madelyn, Jeff, Bill, Charlie, Caitlin, Mike, Arlene, 
Our Homebound Family and Friends,  
and the St. John’s Call Committee 

 
 

The Gallery at St. John’s  presents . . . 
  

The works of Mary Button 
  

Open – Sunday’s 12:00 – 3:00 pm 
  

Mary is a teacher, writer, designer, 
speaker, illustrator, and daughter of Pastor Mike and 

Carolyn Button.         Come see the liturgical and 
devotional art she creates and get inspired. 
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Worship liturgy and song usage in this service has been obtained with a subscription to sundaysandseasons.com © 2024 
Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted and streamed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies, Annual License 
#SAS003368.  All rights reserved. 
 
Permission to stream the following music has been obtained from OneLicense, license #A722086.  All rights reserved. 
   1. “Spirit of Gentleness” (ELW #396, Text & Music © 1978 James K. Manley.) 
   2. “O Day Full of Grace” (ELW #627, Tr. © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.) 
  3.  “When You Send Forth Your Spirit” (ACS #945, Text & Music:  Ray Makeever, © 1987, admin. Augsburg Fortress.) 
  4.  “In This Feast of Love” (ACS #962, Text & Music:  Jarkko Maukonen; Tr. & arr.: Mark Sedio; © 2017, 2020 Jarkko 
Maukonen, admin. Augsburg Fortress.) 
  5.  “As the Wind Song” (ACS #943, Text: Shirley Murray; Music: Lim Swee Hong;  Text and music © 2005 Hope 
Publishing Company.) 
  6.  “O Spirit All-Embracing” (ACS #944, Text: Delores Dufner, OSB © 1995, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc.) 
 7.  “God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind” (ELW #400, Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr. © 2000, GIA Publications, Inc.) 
 
Remaining music is from the public domain. 

 
 

Lutheran Disaster Response 

Your gifts make it possible to provide fast and effective support to 
communities in need, whenever and wherever a disaster may 
strike.  

Make an online donation: 
https://community.elca.org/lutherandisasterresponse 

Give a monthly gift: 
Become a monthly partner and give automatic, monthly gifts in 
support of Lutheran Disaster Response.  

Mail your donation: 
Make checks payable to Lutheran Disaster Response (if designated 
to a specific disaster, please indicate in the memo line). 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
ELCA Gift Processing Center 
P.O. Box 1809 
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 

Put your donations in the offering plate:                                       

Please mark “Lutheran Disaster Relief ” 

 
 

 

 

 

http://sundaysandseasons.com/

